Westgarth Primary School

Modern Foreign Languages Policy

Intent

At Westgarth Primary, the intention of the Modern Foreign Languages Curriculum is to
develop in children a passion for language and culture that stays with them beyond their
years at school. We believe that by learning about French language, alongside elements
of French culture and tradition, children gain a deeper knowledge of the French identity
which fosters in them an interest in and respect for other cultures. By understanding
the link between identity and language, children are supported in finding their sense of
belonging within the wider world. Through engaging children in language learning from an
early age, we hope to instil in them a passion for language and equip them with the skills
and drive to learn additional languages throughout their lives.

Aims
We aim to:

e inspire pupils to develop a lasting enthusiasm for language learning;

e model and encourage accurate pronunciation and fluency:;

e support pupils in recognising and using words and phrases in French;

e provide pupils with the opportunity and support to read passages in French with
comprehensive understanding;

o deepen pupils’ understanding of French cultural identity;

e provide pupils with the tools, vocabulary and grammatical knowledge fo begin
creating their own French written work and expressing themselves independently
using French language:

We aim for our children to be able to:

e write sentences for a range of purposes in French;

e express themselves independently using a range of vocabulary;

e understand some spoken and written French and be able to respond to
conversational prompts using both speech and writing;



e use tools, such as French - English dictionaries, in order to further develop their
vocabulary;

e develop accurate pronunciation of French vocabulary in order o make themselves
understood to a French speaker:;

e demonstrate an understanding of the importance of cultural identity.

Our Modern Foreign Languages curriculum is based on the National Curriculum.

Statutory Requirements

Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of Modern Foreign Languages are
currently laid out in the National Curriculum Document (2014). The teaching and learning
of Modern Foreign Languages is compulsory for Key Stage 2 pupils.

At Key Stage 2 (Years 3 - 6)

Westgarth Primary School follows the statutory guidance and legislation stated in the
National Curriculum programmes of study, which states:

Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on enabling
pupils to make substantial progress in one language. The teaching should provide an
appropriate balance of spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for
further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand
and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and
routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, grammatical structures and
vocabulary.

Approaches

Through our creative approach to language teaching we encourage children to develop a
passion for language learning. Children experience language learning through a rich
language curriculum which has been developed to combine cultural aspects with areas of
interest to the pupils.

Throughout their time in key stage 2, we encourage pupils to experiment with the
vocabulary they have learnt and begin o express their thoughts, feelings and ideas
more freely. As they progress, children learn more about sentence structure and are
supported in creating their own written and spoken sentences. Pupils will begin to seek
vocabulary which suits their needs and purposes using French - English dictionaries.

During language lessons, children are given frequent opportunities to practise their
speaking skills and converse with other members of their class as well as with adults.
Teachers give instant feedback to pupils allowing them to develop better pronunciation
and more precise choice of vocabulary.



Alongside language skills, we teach pupils about cultural identity through studies of
literature, important landmarks, festivals and cultural traditions and practices. This
allows them to deepen their understanding of the multi-cultural world in which they
live, as well as their own identity.

Regular speaking opportunities support children in developing fluency. Children are
encouraged to converse in French as well as to read aloud from texts or their own
written work.

Pupils are supported in their learning by a French Language Assistant who is able to
demonstrate correct pronunciation and support pupils in selecting and developing
vocabulary.

We assess French using the Modern Foreign Languages Programmes of Study and use
this assessment to inform our planning.

Assessment

As children move through Key Stage 2, teachers continue to observe and note children's
progress during each session. At the end of each term, teachers make an overall
judgment against specifically designed assessment criteria which meet the National
Curriculum objectives. Assessment will be used to inform future planning and put in place
support for pupils as required.

Equal Opportunities

All pupils will have equal opportunities to reach their full potential across the Modern
Foreign Languages Curriculum regardless of their race, gender, cultural background,
ability or of any sensory disability.

Inclusion

We teach a Modern Foreign Language to all children, whatever their ability. Any Special
Educational Needs are considered during the planning and implementation stages.

Role of the Subject Leader(s)

The Modern Foreign Languages Subject Leader is responsible for:

e taking a lead in policy development;

e supporting staff;

e monitoring the provision and development of the subject throughout the school:
e managing the Modern Foreign Languages budget and resources.

S.Fossey
06.05.22



