Westgarth Primary School

Religious Education Policy

Intent

Our intent is to deliver a broad and balanced, progressive, knowledge- based
curriculum to prepare the children for their next stages and o develop their
level of independence, resilience and respect. Respect for themselves, others
and the world.

At Westgarth it is our intent for the Religious Education element of our school
curriculum to engage, inspire, challenge and encourage pupils, equipping them
with the knowledge and skills to eventually enable them to combat prejudice;
preparing them for adult life-long learning. We encourage our pupils to ask
questions about the world and to reflect on their own beliefs, values and
experiences.

Section 78 (1) of the 2002 Education Act states that all pupils should follow a
balanced and broadly based curriculum which ‘promotes the spiritual, moral,
cultural, social, mental and physical development of pupils and of society, and
prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later
life'. Learning about and from religions and beliefs, through the distinct
knowledge, understanding and skills contained in RE within a broad based
curriculum, is essential to achieving these aims. Exploring the concepts of
religion and belief and their roles in the spiritual, moral and cultural lives of
people in a diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and social
understanding.

Aims

The aims of RE are:

* Provoke challenging questions about the meaning and purpose of life,
beliefs, the self, issues of right and wrong, and what it means to be
human. It develops pupils' knowledge and understanding of Christianity,
other principal religions, and religious traditions that examine these
questions, fostering personal reflection and spiritual development

e Encourage pupils to explore their own beliefs (whether they are religious
or nonreligious), in the light of what they learn, as they examine issues of
religious belief and faith and how these impact on personal, institutional



and social ethics; and to express their responses. This also builds
resilience to anti-democratic or extremist narratives

e Enable pupils to build their sense of identity and belonging, which helps
them flourish within their communities and as citizens in a diverse
society

e Teach pupils to develop respect for others, including people with
different faiths and beliefs, and helps to challenge prejudice

e Prompt pupils to consider their responsibilities to themselves and to
others, and to explore how they might contribute to their communities
and to wider society. It encourages empathy, generosity and compassion

Organisation of Religious Education

RE is a component of the basic curriculum and is taught alongside the National
Curriculum. At Westgarth we follow the locally Agreed Syllabus for Redcar and
Cleveland produced by SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for Religious
Education). Although RE is not a statutory requirement for the Nursery children
we believe that exploring and finding out about different religions and
celebrations is very valuable for the children.

RE in EYFS
RE is taught in EYFS through planned purposeful play including both child-
initiated and adult-led activities. We discuss religious events in our own lives and
in the lives of other people around the world. We do this by watching videos,
looking at photographs and reading stories. The Children in EYFS are encouraged
to asked questions and reflect on their own feelings and experiences.

EYFS Overview:

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER
Foundation | Special Times Special stories Special People in the
Stage 1 Own experiences - What are our special community
birthdays etc stories? Why and how Who is special to us?
are they special? Religious leaders e.g. vicar,
Autumn and Harvest Special People priest, imam, monk, nun or
festivals in school and Who is special to us? any appropriate to the local
church- thanksgiving. Jesus is special to community
Christians - stories about | Belonging/Family
Other festivals /special | Jesus. Infant Baptism
times in other religions Special Times
(at least one other) Easter - signs of new life
Special stories
Why do we celebrate
Christmas?
Foundation | Special Times Special Books Special places
Stage 2 Harvest and Christian The Bible as a special Church visit through the

beliefs about caring for
our world

book for Christians
Special Stories

senses
(ICT virtual visit if actual




Diwali - the festival of
light

Special stories

Why was Jesus' birth
seen as special?

Stories Jesus told

(e.g.The Lost Coin) Other

stories from the Bible
Special Times
Easter - new life and

visit not possible)

Belonging/Family
Weddings- Christian and
Hindu marriage ceremonies

celebration

RE in Key Stage 1

Throughout Key Stage 1, pupils explore Christianity and at least one

other principal religion. Children develop their knowledge and

understanding of religions and worldviews, recognising their local,
national and global contexts. They are encouraged to use basic subject
specific vocabulary, to raise questions and also to begin to express
their own views in response to the things they learn.
RE is taught continuously throughout Key Stage 1 and with sufficient

curriculum time allocated to cover the programme of study.

Key Stage 1 Overview:

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER
Year | Who am | and why am | Why is Jesus special to How do Jews worship
One special? Christians? at home?
(Belief, Impact of Faith) (Belief, (Belief, Worship)
Teachings/Authority)
How and why do Christians How do both Jews
celebrate harvest? Why is Easter special for and Christians think
(Belief, Worship) Christians? the world was
(Belief, Teachings created?
What does it mean to belong | /Authority, Worship) (Beliefs, Teachings/
in Christianity? Authority)
(Worship, Impact of Faith)
Why are gifts given at
Christmas?
(Belief, Worship, Impact of
Faith)
Year | What can we learn from Why is Moses importantto | How and why do
Two visiting a church? Jews? Christians care for

(Beliefs, Worship)

How and why do Jews
celebrate Sukkot?
(Belief, Worship)

How and why is Christmas a
festival of light?

(Belief, Teachings/Authority,
Worship)

(Belief,
Teachings/Authority)

Why is the Bible special for
Christians?
(Teachings/ Authority)

How do Christians
celebrate Easter?
(Belief,
Teachings/Authority,
Worship)

others?
(Teachings/ Authority,
Impact of Faith)

What can we learn
from the story of a
saint?

(Teachings/ Authority,
Impact of Faith)




RE in Key Stage 2

Throughout Key Stage 2, pupils learn about Christianity and at least two of
the other principal religions, recognising the impact of religion and belief
locally, nationally and globally. They are introduced to an extended range of
sources and subject specific vocabulary. They are encouraged to be curious
and to ask increasingly challenging questions about religion, belief, values and
human life. The children learn to express their own ideas in response o the
work and resources they engage with, identifying relevant information,
selecting examples and giving reasonings to support their ideas and views.

RE is taught continuously throughout KS2 and with sufficient curriculum time
allocated to cover the programme of study.

Key Stage 2 Overview

AUTUMN

SPRING

SUMMER

What do Hindus believe

What do miracles tell

Why are holy books

Year about God? us about who Jesus important?
Three (Belief) was? ( Belief, Teachings/
(Belief, Teachings/ Authority, Worship)
How and why do Hindus Authority)
worship at home and in the
Mandir? How do Jesus’
(Worship, Impact of Faith) parables help
Easter Christians live their
Christmas What do Christians lives?
Why is Advent important to | remember on Palm ( Teachings/
Christians? Sunday? Authority, Impact of
(Worship, Teachings/ ( Belief, Teachings/ Faith)
Authority, Belief) Authority, Worship)
Why do religions have How and why do What can we learn
Year rules? religious people pray? | about symbols and
Four (Teachings/ Authority, (Worship, Belief) beliefs from visiting

Impact of Faith)

How and why do Hindus (or
Sikhs) celebrate Divali?
(Teachings/ Authority,
Worship)

Christmas

How do Christians
celebrate Christmas today?
(Worship, Belief)

Easter

Why is Lent such an
important time for
Christians?

(Belief, Worship,
Teachings/ Authority)

religious buildings?
(Belief, Worship)

What do religions
say about the
environment?
(Belief,
Teachings/Authority,
Impact of faith)




AUTUMN

SPRING

SUMMER

Why is Muhammad

Why do people travel

Year important to Muslims? to sacred places? What do Christians
Five (Belief, Teachings/ (Worship, Impact of believe about God?
Authority, Impact of Faith) Faith) (Belief)
What is the Qur'an and
why is it important to Why and how do
Muslims? Christians celebrate
(Belief, Teachings/ Pentecost?
Authority, Impact of Faith) (Belief, Worship)
Easter
Christmas What happened at the
Why is the birth of Jesus Last Supper? How do Christian
important to Christians? (Belief, Worship, groups differ in their
(Belief, Worship, Teachings/ Authority) expression of faith?
Teachings/Authority) (Belief, Worship)
Why is the Buddha
Year important for Buddhists? How do religions How and why do
Six (Belief, Teachings/ respond to prejudice some religious

Authority, Impact of Faith)

How do Buddhist beliefs
affect the way Buddhists
live their lives?

(Belief, Teachings/
Authority, Impact of Faith)
Christmas

What do the gospels tell us
about the birth of Jesus?
(Teachings/Authority)

and discrimination?
(Belief, Impact of Faith)

Easter

Why are Good Friday
and Easter Day the
most important days
for Christians?
(Belief)

people inspire
others?
(Teachings/
Authority, Impact of
faith)

What do religions
believe about life
after death?
(Worship, Impact of
Faith)

Assessment in RE

Regular assessment of all pupils at key stages is necessary in RE, so that:

pupils know how well they are achieving and what they need to do to

teachers know how well pupils are achieving so that they can plan for
further progress;
teachers can evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching;
teachers can report to parents.

It is vital that assessment is planned for at the start of the medium-term
planning process and it should be based on the appropriate prior attainment and
linked to learning objectives and learning outcomes for the progress of
individual children. This can then be tracked and used to inform teachers future

planning.

The key words from the attainment targets can be used for assessing progress
and can be used to:

set the focus of the assessment;
set a suitable assessment task;




e give pupils clear criteria for what they need to do.
DfE Teacher Assessment Guidance for core subjects could be adapted for RE:

Early Years
¢ not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)
e meeting 'expected’ levels
Key Stage 1
e 'working fowards the expected standard’
e ‘working at the expected standard’
Key Stage 2
e 'working tfowards the expected standard’
e ‘working at the expected standard’

The Right to Withdraw

The 1996 Education Act confirmed the right of withdrawal for both parents and
teachers. Teachers who do not wish to participate in Religious Education have
the right to withdraw. The Head Teacher may also exercise their right to
withdraw although they remain responsible for ensuring that provision is made
for the delivery of Religious Education. Information about the provision made
for Religious Education, and the parental right of withdrawal, is included in the
school prospectus. Parents have the right fo withdraw their children from
Religious Education, either wholly or in part. Parents should be free to exercise
this right and a school must give effect to any such request. Parents are not
obliged to state their reasons for seeking withdrawal.

It is the duty of the school to support community cohesion and Religious
Education plays an important role in this.

The role of the RE subject leader:

* Be familiar with the requirements of the Agreed Syllabus.
* Produce an RE file

* Represent RE to staff, parents, and governors

* Write/update school policy for RE.

* Lead curriculum development in RE

B Doughty



