
Redcar & Cleveland Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education 2025  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 

EYFS 
 

 

Theme: Belonging 

Where do we belong? 

Concept: Incarnation 

Why is Christmas special 
for Christians? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God 

Why is the word ‘God’ so 
important to Christians? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: Salvation 

Why is Easter special to 
Christians? 

Religion: Christianity 

Theme: Special Places 

What places are special 
and why?  

Theme: Special Stories 

What stories are special 
and why? 

 
 

Year 1 
 

Theme: Belonging 

What does it mean to 
belong to a faith 
community? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: Incarnation 

What do Christians 
believe God is like? 

Religion: Christianity  

Concept: God  

Who is a Jew and how do they live?    

Religion: Judaism  

Concept: Creation 

Who do Christians and 
Jews believe created the 
world? 

Religion: Christianity / 
Judaism 

Theme: Our World 

How should we care for 
the world and for others, 
and why does that 
matter? 

Religion: Christianity, 
Judaism, Non-Religious 

 
 

Year 2 
 
 

Concept: God / Tawhid  

Who is a Muslim and how 
do they live? 

Religion: Islam 

Concept: Incarnation 

Why does Christmas 
matter to Christians? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God / Tawhid 

Who is a Muslim and how 
do they live? 

Religion: Islam 

Concept: Salvation 

Why does Easter matter 
to Christians? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: Gospel 

What is the ‘good news’ 
Christians believe Jesus 
brings? 

Religion: Christianity  

Theme: Special Places  

What makes some places 
sacred to believers? 

Religion: Christianity, Islam 

 
 

Year 3 
 
 

Concept: Creation 

What do Christians learn 
from the Creation story? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God 

What is it like for 
someone to follow God? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: Worship / Ibadah 
How do festivals and 
worship show what 
matters to a Muslim? 

Religion: Islam 

Concept: God / Torah 

How do festivals and 
family life show what 
matters to Jewish 
people? 

Religion: Judaism 

Concept: Gospel 

What kind of world did 
Jesus want? 

Religion: Christianity 

Theme: Environment 

How and why do people 
try to make the world a 
better place? 

Religion: Christianity, Islam 
/ Judaism, Non-Religious 

 
 

Year 4 
 
 

Concept: God / Incarnation 

What is the ‘Trinity’ and 
why is it important for 
Christians? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God / Brahman 
and atman 

What do Hindus believe 
God is like? 

Religion: Hinduism 

Concept: Dharma 

What does it mean to be 
Hindu in Britain today? 

Religion: Hinduism 

Concept: Salvation 

Why do Christians call 
the day Jesus died ‘Good 
Friday’? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God 

What was the impact of 
Pentecost for Christian? 

Religion: Christianity 

Theme: Rites of Passage 

How any why do people 
mark the significant 
effects of life?  

Religion: Christianity, 
Hinduism, Non-Religious 

 
 

Year 5 
 
 

Concept: God 

What does it mean if 
Christians believe God is 
holy and loving? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God / Faith / 
Worship 

What does it mean to be a 
Muslim in Britain today? 

Religion: Islam 

Concept: Incarnation 

Why do Christians 
believe Jesus was the 
Messiah? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God / Torah 

Why is the Torah so 
important to Jewish 
people? 

Religion: Judaism 

Concept: Gospel  

Christian Living: What 
would Jesus do? 

Religion: Christianity 

Theme: Moral Values 

What matters most to 
Humanists and 
Christians? 

Religion: Christianity, Non-
Religious 

 
 

Year 6   
 
 

Concept: Creation 

Are creation and science 
conflicting or 
complimentary? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God 

Why do some people 
believe in God and some 
people not? 

Religion: Christianity, Non-
Religious 

Concept: Karma / Dharma 

Why do Hindus want to 
be good? 

Religion: Hinduism 

Concept: Salvation 

What do Christians 
believe Jesus did to 
‘save’ people? 

Religion: Christianity 

Concept: God 

What kind of king is 
Jesus? 

Religion: Christianity 

Theme: Life After Death 

How does faith help 
people when life gets 
hard? 

Religion: Christianity, 
Hinduism, Non-Religious 

 

 



Where do we belong?                                                                                                                                                                                                       Year R 

Learning Objectives: 

• What makes us feel special? 

• Why do Christians believe children are special to 
God? 

• Where do you belong? 

• How are babies welcomed into a Christian family? 

• How are babies welcomed into a different religion? 
 

Suggested Activities: 

What make us feel special? 

• Share a story about something that is special to the character in the book, such as Dogger by Shirley 
Hughes. 

• Why was the object so special? Discuss what is special to them, what is important to them. Why? What has 
made them feel special? – a hug or special event such as birthdays. 

• Circle time - talk about the idea that everyone is unique and valuable. Encourage children to say what they 
think is special about the child sat in the middle of the circle. 

• Christians believe that everyone is special to God. 

• Adult Led: Show photos of children in the class. Can the children say something that is amazing about them. 

• Provision:  Draw a picture of their friend and say what is special about them. 
 

Why do Christians believe children are special to God? 

• Introduce the idea that religions teach that everyone is unique and valuable too. Christians believe that Jesus 
believed that children were special. Show a copy of the Bible explain that it is a special book with many 
stories in it. Tell story Mark 10:13-16 Jesus Blesses Little Children (Mark 10:13-16) 

• Adult Led: Using small world toys act out the story. 
 

Where do you belong? 

• Read a story about families, e.g. The family Book by Todd Parr 

• How do the children feel when with members of their family? Do any of the children belong to a club such as 
rainbows or an after-school club? Link to belonging to school. Look at logo, why do we have logos and 
symbols? 

• Some religious people wear symbols to show they belong to their religious worldview. Share symbols that are 
relevant to the children in the class. Include cross and ichthus (Xianity) but also Islam, Sikh, Buddhism, 
Judaism and Humanism.  

• Provision: Create symbols with modelling, dough and crafts. 
 

How are babies welcomed into a Christian family? 

• Explain the belief that some Christians welcome a new baby into the family through baptism. Show some 
artefacts of images of a candle, baptism certificate, a font and some water. Do the children know what they 
are for? Tour of a Church - Part 1 

• Talk about the symbol made on the baby’s head. What is it and why? At a baptism a baby is welcomed into 
the church family and the parents are promising to bring the child up knowing about Jesus. Could plan a visit 
to your local church. 

• Adult Led: Look at baptism cards and the symbols. Design a card. 

• Provision: Place artefacts in the role play area. 

 

Emerging Concepts: 
Belonging 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Christians 
God 
Jesus 
Baptism 

Links to other Units: 
What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 
(Y1) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5SrlyH2U0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxLir3p9z8U


How are babies welcomed in a different religion? 

• Islam – new babies are welcomed by the father whispering Adhan (Muslim call to prayer) into the right ear of 
the baby, offering something sweet to taste (a symbol of sweet life), the Adiqah ceremony. 
Jermaine and Mariyah prepare for the birth of their first daughter, Rumi | Being Muslim - BBC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvHoJvOfxnU


Why is Christmas special for Christians?                                                                                                                                                                      Year R 

Learning Objectives: 

• What happened at the first Christmas? 

• Why do Christians sing carols at Christmas? 

• Why is the Christmas story special for 
Christians? 

• Why do Christians give gifts at Christmas? 

• Why is the Christmas story important to 
Christians today?  

 

Suggested Activities: 

What happened at the first Christmas?  

• Show a collection of baby photos of some known adults (staff) to the children, can they match them to the 
adult photo? Explain that they will be hearing about the story when Jesus was born.  

• Use a story sack to introduce characters for the crib scene. Discuss the children’s knowledge of each 
character in turn. Line them up starting with the character they think is most important. Read the Nativity 
story showing each character as the story progresses.  

• Adult Led: Draw the character they think is the most important. Record notes of what they discuss.  

• Provision: Draw the character they think is most important.  

Why do Christians sing Carols at Christmas? 

• Christians believe that Jesus is the most important, redo the character order line.   

• Recap the Nativity story. Discuss the key events and show characters from the story. Share a box 
containing Christmas artefacts such as cards, decorations, Father Christmas, food. Share traditional 
carols asking the children where and why Christians sing carols.  

• Adult Led: Children to sort a collection of Christmas cards depending on whether they link to the Nativity 
story or not.  

• Provision: Design a Christmas card showing links to the story.  

Why is the Christmas story special for Christians? 

• Explain that Christians believe that the Nativity story is important because it tells the story of God coming 
to Earth. Christians believe that Jesus was God and human at the same time, this is called incarnation. 
The Christmas Story for Kids  

• After watching the video select children to act out the story and freeze frame taking photos.  

• Adult Led: Look at pictures depicting the nativity story, children to draw one of their choice.  

• Provision: Use resources available to continuous provision to retell the story.  

Why do Christians give gifts at Christmas? 

• Class discussion about Christmas gifts and what the children would like. Link to the story of the wise men 
bringing gifts to Jesus. Show artefacts or phots of gold, frankincense and myrrh. (Gold for a king, 
frankincense was an oil used to anoint a new king and myrrh was a spice put on the body of someone 
who had died).  

• Adult Led: Children to draw a gift they would give to Jesus  

• Provision: Investigate, smell and touch myrrh and frankincense.  

Why is the Christmas story important to Christians today? 

• Recap story. Share a different version of the story and compare differences and similarities with the previous 
story. Talk about the fact that stories can change over time and Christians believe in the importance of the 
story in the Bible, so the meaning is not lost. Share a parcel containing items for a party – candles, banner, 
cake. Talk about children’s birthdays. Link Jesus’ birthday to Christmas celebrations.  

Emerging Concepts: 
Incarnation 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Incarnation  
Jesus   
Christmas  
Mary   
Joseph  
Shepherds  
Angel  
Star  
Wise men – Magi  
Manger  
 

Links to other Units: 
Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (Y2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OiEtuCaOEB4


• Adult Led: Make a birthday card that a Christian might send to celebrate Jesus’ birthday.   

• Provision: Sequence the Christmas story.  

• In continuous provision add follow up activities such as Nativity figures, cards etc  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians?                                                                                                                                                       Year R 

Learning Objectives: 

• How do Christians believe God created the 
world? 

• How do Christians thank God for their 
creation? 

• Why do Christians believe they should look 
after the world? 

• How do Christians know that God loves them? 

Suggested Activities: 

How do Christians believe that God created the World? 

• Introduce two children (photos or persona dolls), giving them names. Explain that they are Christian children 
to go to church. Show a photo of what their church might look like- could use own local church. 

• Show the children’s special box, what might be inside? Reveal what is inside – a Bible, a picture of a globe 
and photos of some animals from around the world. What do you think it would feel like to make an animal? 
Would it be exciting and why?  

• Share the creation story, explaining that they are going to hear a story about the Christian belief that God 
made the world. Why do they think God is important to many Christians? https://youtu.be/kOrG1Yvv84Q 

• Adult Led: Paint their favourite animal. Ask the children what they think the creator of real animals might be 
like. What might a Christian think God is like? How did you find painting your animal? What do you think it 
would feel like to create the world and everything in it?  

• Provision: Using small world toys including animals and trees etc discuss how they feel about what they have 
created.  

 
How do Christians thank God for his creation? 

• Recap the last lesson. Christians believe that God made the world and everything in it, how do many 
Christians act towards the world because of this belief? Display a photo of the children’s church at Harvest 
time. Christians believe Harvest is an opportunity to say thank you to God for creation and what they have 
been given and sharing with others. What sort of things might be shared at Harvest? Look at different photos 
of Harvest celebrations from around the world discussing similarities and differences. Sing Harvest songs.  

• Adult Led: Discuss and draw what Christians might take to church for Harvest.  

• Provision: Colour in fruit and vegetable outlines. Set up a Harvest display using play food. 

 

Why do Christians believe they should look after the world? 

• Recap the last lesson. Who do Christians believe made the world? How do they say thank you to God? 
Display artwork depicting Adam naming all the animals. Can they name the animals? Christians believe God 
asked Adam to name all the animals. Do you think this would be an easy job? Christians believe they should 
look after God’s world. How can Christians show that they care?  

• Adult Led: Decorate the letters to spell the word God using glitter etc to show that God is a special word for 
Christians. Why is God’s name special for Christians?  

• Provision: Leave out a ‘mess’ small world play area. Encourage the children to tidy up and look after it. 
Reflect afterwards, why is it important for people to care for the world? How do Christians try to care for the 
world? 

 

How do Christians know God loves them? 

• Share the story of the precious pearl explaining that it is a parable that teaches Christians about God’s 
love for them. How did the man care for the pearl? What did he do to own it? What does it mean to be 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Christians 
God 
Creation 
Adam  
Eve  
Bible 
Parable  
Precious 
Jesus 
Pearl 
 

Links to other Units: 

What do Christians believe God is like? (Y1) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/kOrG1Yvv84Q


worth more than anything else in the world? The Precious Pearl In the story the man had to keep the 
pearl safe, what would the children keep safe and why? Provide the children with a box to decorate as 
they will be hunting for a precious pearl to keep safe. The box needs to show that the contents are 
precious. 

• Task: Use a simple cube net to decorate that can be assembled later. Recap the story of the precious 
pearl. Look at a selection of boxes made. How would people know that something inside was precious? 
How was the pearl like how Christians feel about God? For many Christians God is the most important 
thing, why? Why do Christians use the word hallowed when talking about God? Christians believe God 
asked them to take care of the world. Children to search for their own precious pearl.  

• Adult Led: Children to decorate a picture of a pearl to make it special. Discuss why they think God is 
special to Christians. Record responses.  

• Provision: Hide sparkly pom-pom in the classroom. Children to find one, wrap in tissue and place in box. 
Add a slip explaining the story and send home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why is Easter special to Christians?                                                                                                                                                                              Year R 

Learning Objectives: 

• Why is Palm Sunday special to Christians? 

• Why is the cross symbol special to Christians? 

• Why do Christians believe that Jesus had to die on 
the cross? 

• Why do Christians give Easter eggs? 

• Why is the Easter story special to Christians? 

Suggested Activities: 

Why is Palm Sunday special to Christians?  

• Show a Children’s Bible (The Beginner’s Bible is a good option for younger children). Who is the Bible is a 
special book for? Share the Easter story which is special for Christians.  Show a picture of Jesus as a baby in 
a manger, explaining that although pupils may know Christians believe Jesus was born at Christmas, this 
story is set years later when Jesus was in his 30s.  Show some pictures of Palm leaves, a donkey, the city of 
Jerusalem and cloaks. Read the story of Palm Sunday. Ask what the people in the story were shouting. 
Encourage pupils to say the word ‘hosanna’ to you in different voices (loud, quiet, squeaky etc). Explain 
Hosanna means ’save us.’ Why do you think people were shouting this at Jesus? What did the people need 
saving from? The people shouted ‘Hosanna’ because they recognised Jesus as the saviour. Christians today 
also call Jesus the saviour because they believe that he saved them from their sins.  

• Adult Led: Children try to write ‘Hosanna’ on a leaf outline (give word cards so that they can copy the word). 
Encourage pupils to decorate their leaves by adding green tissue paper and other items. Ask what ‘Hosanna’ 
means and record responses. 

• Provision: Have some cut out large palm leaves and cloaks set up. Encourage children to act out the story 
independently. Give pictures of the different scenes so they can be sequenced.  

Why is the cross symbol special to Christians?   

• Who is Palm Sunday a special day for? What did the people in the story shout at Jesus? Re-read the story or 
watch a short video to remind pupils of key events. Show the children on a map where the city of Jerusalem 
is and a photograph of what it looks like today. Share some photographs from Palm Sunday celebrations in 
different churches and discuss what is happening.  Show a palm cross (or a photograph of one), explain that 
many Christians receive one every year on Palm Sunday. They are made of palm leaves. Why do you think 
many Christians are given these? What do the palm crosses help Christians remember?   

• Adult Led: Children design their own El Salvador crosses to show the key events from Palm Sunday 

• Provision: Using their palm leaves from last week, practice waving them and saying ‘Hosanna’ and ‘save us’ 
in different voices.  

Why do Christians believe that Jesus had to die on the cross? 

• Recap the last lesson. What does ‘Hosanna’ mean? Christians believe that they needed to be saved from 
their sins (terrible things that they have done). Christians all over the world believe that later in the story, 
Jesus did this for them. Today we are going to be reading the rest of the Easter story. Christians believe that 
when Jesus died, he was ‘sinless’ because he had not done anything wrong; Christians believe this means 
Jesus was able to die for the terrible things they have done so they can be forgiven. Show a picture of a 
cross. For many Christians, this is a special symbol because they believe Jesus died on a cross for their sins. 
Show some different pictures of how the cross symbol is used by Christians today (e.g. pictures of necklaces, 
images for the home, crosses on mug or bibles etc).  

• Adult Led: Using construction materials, children to make their own crosses. Why this symbol is important for 
Christians? 

• Provision: Give children some picture scenes from the easter story and encourage them to make a pictorial 
timeline of key events.  

Emerging Concepts: 
Salvation 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Jesus 
God 
Salvation 
Easter 
Hosana 
Palm 
Good Friday 
Donkey 
Sunday  
Disciples 
 

Links to other Units: 
Why does Easter matter to Christians? (Y2) 



Why do Christians give Easter eggs? 

• Show some pictures of Easter eggs. Ask which are pupils’ favourites and which they would like to eat. 
Explain that many Christians share eggs with each other during the Easter celebrations, and that for 
Christians, eggs are a sign of new life.  Read the story of Easter again with the children or watch a short 
video looking out for signs of new life. Where is new life in the story? Focus on Jesus dying and rising again. 
Christians believe they receive new life in Jesus because their sins (terrible things that they have done) are 
forgiven because of his death. Show an egg template. Which parts of the story they might draw inside the 
egg to represent new life. Which symbols from the story might represent new life?    

• Adult Led: Give children egg templates and encourage them to draw parts of the story or symbols that 
represent new life. Encourage children to share these events with you and record what they say. 

• Provision: Give children some pictures that link with the religious celebration of Easter (hot cross buns, easter 
eggs, decorations for churches etc.). Can they spot symbols and signs linked to new life?  

Why is the Easter story special to Christians? 

• Recap the Easter Story. Show some scenes from the story starting from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. As 
a class, order the story events by placing the pictures in a timeline. Walk down the timeline, encouraging the 
children to tell each stage of the story. Ask pupils to remind you why Christians believe Jesus’ death and 
resurrection are so important. Talk together about the Christian belief about forgiveness of sins and what this 
means for Christians today. Show pictures of churches at Easter time, look at the pictures of the flowers and 
other decorations. What do you think church will be like for Christians on Easter Day? Show some Easter 
banners from churches. What signs and symbols can you see?  

• Adult Led: Design suitable Easter decorations for a church.  

• Provision: Give children access to some different worship songs that might be used on Easter Sunday and 
listen out for any of the key vocabulary in the lyrics. Which is their favourite? Which would they recommend to 
a church for an Easter celebration? Work with additional adult if possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What places are special and why?                                                                                                                                                                                  Year R 

Learning Objectives: 

• What are my special places and why? 

• Where is a Christian’s special place? 

• What would you find if you visited a church? 

• Where is a Muslim’s special place? 

• What would you find if you visited a Mosque? 

• How are Christian’s special places similar to 
Muslim’s special places? 

 
To support this unit, teachers may wish to consider 
organising a visit to a place of worship or inviting a 
member of a Mosque or Church community to visit the 
school to speak with pupils about lived experience.  
 

Suggested Activities: 

What are my special places and why? 

• Show some photographs of places that are special to you or other people. Ask what makes these places 
special and how pupils think you/someone else feels when in their special place.  Draw out words from 
their responses such as safe, calm, peaceful, comfortable etc. and discuss why we feel this way in our 
special places.  Show some photographs of places of spiritual importance such as pilgrimage sites, 
places of worship etc. and discuss why these are important to different believers. This term, we are going 
to be finding out about places that are special to Muslims and Christians. Where are the children’s 
special places? Where are these?  Why are the places important to them?  How do they feel when in 
their special places?    

• Adult Led: Children draw a picture of their special place and tell you about it. Note down what they say 
about this place and create a class special place book. 

• Provision: Set up two stations one with a cross and one with a crescent moon and star.  Tell the children 
that next to each of these symbols are artefacts and photos that link to a special place that a Christian or 
Muslim might visit.  For the Christianity space share photographs of Jerusalem and leave out artefacts 
like a Bible, cross, map of the city etc.  For the Islam space, leave out a prayer mat, Qur’an and stand, 
photographs of the holy city of Mekkah etc.  Encourage the children to investigate the space and the 
artefacts.  At the end of the lesson, encourage them to share what they notice. 

Where is a Christian’s special place and why?  

• Ask if pupils know what the place of worship for many Christians is called.  Many Christians belong to the 
family of the church, a place where they can go, meet other Christians, and praise God.  Show a picture 
of one church (inside and outside) ask what pupils can see and discuss answers.  Explain not all 
churches look the same.  Show some photographs of the inside and outside of different churches. What 
is the same about the churches?  What is different about the churches?  Share some key features that 
most churches have (pulpit, lectern, font etc).   

• Adult Led: Use laminated pictures of different churches. Children to point out key features and tell you 
about them.  Make notes of what they say and take photographs that can be shared together in the 
class’s special place book.  

• Provision: Look at photographs of different areas of different churches.  Complete careful drawings of 
what they see.  

What would you find if you visited a church? 

• Recap last week’s lesson and discuss special places for many Christians that are found within the 
church. Show the children a virtual church tour or arrange a visit to the local church. Remind pupils that 
not all churches do the same thing. Give examples to elaborate e.g. one church might have music from 
an organ while another has a band, one church might have a font to baptise babies in while another 
might have a baptismal pool to baptise adults.  Whatever differences these churches might have, a big 
similarity is that people who attend them often want to meet with other Christians and praise God.    

• Show a children’s Bible and read a story from it.  You might like to choose the story of Jonah and the Big 
Fish or Noah’s Ark.  Show the children some stained-glass windows and explain that these often feature 
in churches and tell stories from the Bible.  

Emerging Concepts: 
Special Places 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Pilgrimage 
Christians 
Muslims 
Holy  
Church  
Bible 
Mosque  
Imam 
Qur’an 
Vicar 
 

Links to other Units: 
What makes some places special to believers? (Y2) 
 
 
 
 
 



• Adult Led: Design their own stained-glass windows that retell the story that they listened to.  

• Provision: Set up a small world activity linked to the story that you chose in step three of the lesson (e.g. 
for Jonah and the Big Fish you may choose some small world people and a large fish) encourage the 
children to use the characters to retell the story of their friends.  

Where is a Muslim’s special place? 

• Show the symbol for Islam. Do they recognise it and who it is special for?  Explain that we are going to 
be finding out about places that are special for many Muslims. Show some photographs of the inside and 
outside of different mosques discussing their key features.  You might like to share a story about a 
Mosque, (for example In My Mosque M.O. Yuksel which shares key features and traditions for young 
children).   

• Explain that many Muslim people greet each other with “As-salaam alaikum” which means ‘peace be with 
you’ and that many Muslim people describe the Mosque as being a peaceful place.  Where do the 
children feel most peaceful?  

• Adult Led: Draw pictures of where they feel peaceful and explain where these places are and why they 
feel peaceful there.  Write comments on post it notes and display in class’s special places book.  

• Provision: Show the children some pictures of main prayer halls in mosques.  How do they think these 
make Muslims feel?  Give children photographs of Islamic artwork and patterns found on the inside of the 
domes of some mosques.  Encourage children to try out drawing some of these patterns. 

What would you find if you visited a Mosque? 

• Show photos of the inside and outside a mosque.   Do all mosques look the same?  Show pictures of 
Mosques from different areas, some that look traditional and some that are converted buildings.  Explain 
that both types of mosques are special and holy because they are places that many Muslims go to pray 
to Allah, meet other Muslims and learn more from the Muslim holy book, the Qur’an. Show a film about 
the mosque and talk about some of the things that Muslims might do at a Mosque. Why are these 
important/holy/special? A visit to a mosque - KS1 Religious Education – Primary Y1 & Y2 - BBC Bitesize 

• Adult Led: Using magnifying glasses, place the lens over pictures of mosques in key areas.  What can 
the children see?  What is interesting?  Are all mosques the same?  Photograph the children 
investigating this place of worship. 

• Provision: Investigate pictures of different mosques and draw what they see. Share their drawings with a 
friend saying what they noticed and what might be special to a believer (adult support may be needed for 
the second part of this task).  

How are Christian’s special places similar to Muslim’s special places? 

• Talk about the two places of worship they have studied. What do many Muslims do in a mosque? What 
do many Christians do in a church?  Discuss some of the key features.  Focus on the similarities e.g. 
both Christians and Muslims pray in their place of worship.  Both Christians and Muslims read their holy 
text in their place of worship. Ask pupils to help you to pick out some of the key features of these places 
of worship and make a vocabulary sheet.  

• Adult Led: Give the children some construction materials to make either a church or a mosque.  To 
ensure this task is RE focused, encourage pupils to talk through the key features that they are including, 
why they need to include them and why they are important for believers.  

• Provision: Using the vocabulary lists created earlier in the lesson, create labels for their place of worship.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj3d7ty/articles/zfwphcw


What stories are special and why?                                                                                                                                                                                  Year R 

Learning Objectives: 

• What stories are special and why? 

• Which stories are special to Christians and 
why? 

• What do stories tell us what Jesus was like? 

• What stories are special to Jewish people and 
why? 

• What is a Muslim’s special book and how is it 
used? 

• What stories are special to Muslim’s and why? 
 

Suggested Activities: 

Which stories are special for you and why? 

• Show a selection of things that are special to you and explain why they are special.  Show a story book 
(perhaps choose one from when you were younger that you enjoyed) explain why this story is special to 
you.  Share the book with pupils - ask what they like about it.  Encourage pupils to talk about something 
that is special to them and explain why.    

• Using a feely bag and ‘I wonder why…’ questions, share a range of artefacts from Christianity with the 
children. You might like to choose a bible, some Bible story books, a baptism candle, a cross, an Easter 
card etc. Who are these items are special for? Why they might be special; briefly discuss what they are 
used for.   

• Explain that we are going to be finding out about stories that are special to many Christians, Muslims and 
Jewish people.  

• Adult Led: Children work with an adult, sharing items or stories that are special them.  

• Provision: Leave the artefacts on an investigation table/tuff tray with some Bible story books for the 
children to investigate. What do they notice?  What do they like about the stories?  Why might the stories 
be important to Christians?  

Which stories are special to Christians and why? 

• Introduce Grace to the pupils. Explain that Grace is a Christian girl who goes to church. Tell pupils that 
Grace has brought a selection of different Bibles and stories for them to look at today.  Show the different 
bibles (you may wish to include a children’s bible, Beginners Bible, NIV, journaling bible and a selection 
of Bible story books).  Who might use these different types of Bibles and stories? Why are they important 
to believers?  What might a believer find out by reading them?  Show different interpretations of Jesus 
calming the storm. Discuss what is happening in the pictures.  Can pupils find a story book or page in a 
child friendly Bible amongst the books they looked at earlier that tells this story?     

• Choose a high-quality version of the story that keeps closely to the original text (you might read from The 
Beginners Bible here). Read the story together and ask pupils why they think it might be 
important/special to Christians. The story shows how much the disciples could trust Jesus and that for 
many Christians, it shows that Jesus can be trusted. The story shows that for Christians, Jesus was 
God’s son who came to earth to help people.  Most Christians believe Jesus was both God and human 
and came to earth to help people.  Show Jesus calms the storm by Rembrandt – What can you see in the 
picture? How the story has been told? 

• Adult Led: Give the children paper folded into a zigzag book.  Children to have a go at drawing scenes 
from the story in order – you may which to have some scenes that they could order to support them with 
this.   

• Provision: Children to paint their own pictures to retell the story of Jesus calming the storm 

What do stories tell us about what Jesus was like? 

• Share the story of Zaccheaus. (The Beginner’s Bible or The Magpie’s Tale – Jesus and Zaccheaus by 
Nick Butterworth). Introduce the story, explaining that it is important for many Christian children like 
Grace.  Read it together, picking out the key events.  Explain that Zacchaeus wasn’t well liked because 
he was a tax collector. Tax collectors like Zaccheaus collected money for the Romans but were thought 

Emerging Concepts: 
Special Stories 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 

Christians 
Bible 
Muslims  
Torah 
Believer 
Stories  
Jews 
Qur’an  
Special  
 

Links to other Units: 
What is the ‘good news’ Christians believe Jesus 
brings? (Y2) 
 
 
 
 
 



to steal a little bit for themselves. Why would Jesus want to have tea with someone like that?  What does 
this tell Christians about what Jesus was like?   Most Christians try to act like Jesus did. Talk about the 
idea of Jesus seeing someone’s heart and knowing that they want to make a change.  Discuss what 
Jesus knew about Zacchaeus.  

• Adult Led: Design a meal for Zacchaeus to make for Jesus. Why did Jesus go to Zaccheaus’ house?  

• Provision: Set up a role play area and encourage children to have a go at acting the story.  

What stories are special to Jewish people and why? 

• What stories are special to the children? Can they remember any stories that are special to Christians 
(such as Grace)? Explain that some stories from the Bible are also special to Jewish people because 
they are found in the Jewish holy text, the Torah (show photographs of a Sefer Torah or a mini-Torah 
scroll).      

• Share the story of David and Goliath using a high-quality text. What was the problem for David and the 
people in the story? Who was brave in the story? Have you ever had to be super brave?  Explain that 
fighting Goliath would have been scary for David. Who might David have trusted in? Explain both Jews 
and Christians believe that David trusted in God and that God helped and looked after him.  

• Adult Led: Look at religious artwork of the story of David and Goliath (e.g. artists’ impressions/stained-
glass windows). Can children identify the different scenes? Discuss why they think people might create or 
own these pictures.  

• Provision: Draw a large outline of a giant (wallpaper paper) and encourage pupils to fill the inside with 
their own drawings from the story. Afterwards, encourage them to reflect upon the most important part of 
the story and what it reminds Christians and Jewish people of?  

What is a Muslim’s special book and how is it used? 

• Show a Qur’an stand. Encourage pupils to investigate its features, how it moves etc. Ask what pupils 
think it is for. Introduce Imran, explaining that he is a Muslim and has his own Qur’an stand, it is used for 
holding the Qur’an, the holy text for Muslims.     

• Lift a Qur’an from the top shelf in the classroom and encourage pupils to take note of the cloth it is 
wrapped in. Why do they think it is wrapped up and what does this tell them about what is inside? Explain 
that you need to wash your hands before unwrapping the book and ask why pupils think this is. Most 
Muslims do this because the Qur’an is special and holy.  This is why it is kept on the highest shelf and 
usually wrapped in a cloth. Give children some time to look at the Qur’an on the stand, see some of the 
text inside and talk about what they notice.   Show book containing Qur’anic story/stories for children (e.g 
My First Quran Storybook by Saniya Nain Khan).  Explain that next time we will read a story from the 
Qur’an to find out more about how many Muslims believe they are told to act.  

• Adult Led: Working with an adult, write some care instructions for the rest of the school to use to show 
how to care for the Qur’an.  Encourage children to make a collective poster and use artwork children in 
the independent group have created to decorate it.  

• Provision: Look carefully at some Islamic artwork and repeating patterns that are found on pages of 
Qur’ans. Recreate this artwork with different types of pens and pencils.  

What stories are special for Muslims and why? 

• Recap pupils’ knowledge about the Qur’an. What do you know about the Qur’an? Show the care poster 
made as a class last week. How do many Muslims care for the Qur’an?   Muslims believe the Prophet 
Muhammad was first given the Qur’an by Allah at mount Hira.  Show a picture of mount Hira.  The Qur’an 



holds many stories showing Muslims how to act and today we will find out about one of them.  Listen to 
the reflective story telling script of ‘the boy who threw stones at tree’s Treasure Champs. 24: Patience - 
'The Boy and the Fruit Tree' - BBC Teach and discuss what Muslims might learn from this story.  

• Adult Led: Give children a palm tree outline to colour in. Support children to write how a Muslim might act 
after reading this story. E.g., Be kind’, ‘wait’, ‘be gentle’ etc.  

• Provision: Construction – children to have a go at making their own palm trees from construction 
materials.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/znwts82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/znwts82


What does it mean to belong to a faith community?                                                                                                                                                      Year 1 

Learning Objectives: 

• What does it mean to belong? 

• What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 

• How do Christians show that they belong? 

• How do Christians welcome a new baby? 

• How do people show they belong to each other? 

• How valuable do Christians believe they are to 
God? 

Suggested Activities: 

What does it mean to belong? 

• Engage the children by reading ‘All are Welcome’ by Suzanne Kaufman. https://youtu.be/Vc8IEcr1Uwc 
Talk about what ‘belonging’ means. Talk about the different groups the children belong to, e.g. family, 
school, rainbows, sports teams etc. How do they know they belong? How does belonging make them 
feel? How do they show they belong? What do they wear to show they belong to this group? Look at 
different logos. Write the children’s ideas inside an outline of a person.  

What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 

• Revisit the vocabulary ‘belonging’ learnt in the previous session. Explain to the children that they each 
belong to a family, whether it is their parents or carers. Ask the children to discuss and share, if they 
wish, who is in their family. Explain that family isn’t always who you live with, it can also be people who 
are important in your life.   

• Introduce the idea that people who believe in God belong to a family too - a religious family.  Explain that 
they do things together to show that they belong.  

• Discuss how Sunday services at churches bring Christian communities together to worship God. Talk 
about and some of the things that Christians might do when they meet, such as singing, preying and 
reading the bible. 

• Look at and discuss symbols Christians might have / wear to show they belong, e.g. WWJD wristband, 
cross and chain, Bible, ichthus fish.  

 

How do Christians welcome a new baby? 

• Learn about how Christians welcome babies into a church family by holding a mock infant baptism. 
Baptism is a ceremony that symbolises a commitment to living a life as a Christian. Jesus was baptised 
in the New Testament by John the Baptist. Holy water is put on baptised people by a church leader as a 
symbol of being cleansed and made ready for a new life for God. KS2 Religious Studies: Baptism - BBC 
Bitesize  

• Explore how some Churches hold a Baptism (Church of England and Catholic), and some a dedication 
service (Baptist).  Explore the Humanist tradition of a naming ceremony to welcome the baby into the 
family and circle of friends.  
 

How do people show that they belong to each other? 

• Ask the children if they have ever been to a wedding.  Can they remember what happens? Why do 
people get married? Talk about all of the important parts of a wedding ceremony such as the vows and 
rings. Look at some wedding vows together. What promises do the bride and groom make to one 
another? What do the wedding rings symbolise? Why do Christians choose to get married in a church? 
Invite the children to take part in a wedding ceremony. Learn about a Christian wedding using role play.  
 
 

Emerging Concepts: 
Christianity, belonging 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Baptism 
Wedding 
Vows 
Church 
Ceremony 
Symbol 
Holy Water  

Links to other Units: 
Where do we belong? (YR)  
What places are special and why? (YR)  
Who is a Jew and how do they live? (Y1) 
Who is a Muslim and how do they live? (Y2) 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/Vc8IEcr1Uwc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zm32nrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zm32nrd


How valuable do Christians believe they are to God? 

• Read the parable of ‘Lost Coin’ and discuss its meaning with the children. Draw and write inside a heart 
what Christians might to show that everyone is valuable to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What do Christians believe God is like?                                                                                                                                                                          Year 1 

Learning Objectives: 

• What do people believe about God? 

• What is a parable? 

• How does God show that he is loving? (The 
Lost Son) 

• How does God show that he is forgiving? (The 
Lost Sheep) 

• How does God show he is all knowing? (Jonah 
and the Whale) 

• What do Christians believe God is like? 

Suggested Activities:  

What do people believe about God? 

• Circle time discussion with the children about what God means to them and people of their faith. What 
words might be used to describe God? Introduce NATRE spirited art. https://www.natre.org.uk/about-
natre/projects/spirited-arts/ 

 

What is a parable? 

• Discuss with the children what a parable is. Explain that Christians think that they were stories told by 
Jesus to teach his followers something about God. Do the children know of any parables?  

 

What does God do to show that he is loving? 

• Explain that you are going to share the story of ‘The Lost Son’, which some Christians call, The Prodigal 
Son. Show a picture of father welcoming his son home.  What do the pupils think is happening? What 
could have happened before the picture? What might happen next?   

• Read the story of The Lost Son and discuss the main events. What surprised them? Which events did 
they like/dislike? Discuss what children might think this parable teaches them about God. Through 
discussion, draw out thoughts on what the parable teaches Christians God will do if people get things 
wrong and which events in the story that might show that God is loving and forgiving. 

• Talk about when we get something wrong. How does it feel when you know that you have got something 
wrong? Can you think of a time when you got something wrong and had to say sorry? How did it feel 
when they were forgiven? How might Christians feel when they say sorry to God, and they believe God 
has forgiven them?  

 

How does God show that he is forgiving? 

• Ask the children whether they have ever lost something. Losing something precious can be upsetting but 
finding it can be a great relief. Explain that in the story ‘The Lost Sheep’, someone lost something 
precious.  Just like the shepherd looks after his sheep - looks after them - protects them - and rescues 
them when they are in trouble, God looks after people. Not just good people, but especially people that 
have made poor choices in life and now want to change. And just like the shepherd went to look for the 
lost sheep and gave a party when he found it, God is happy, when people come back to him to say ‘sorry’ 
for their poor choices. He wants people to listen to him, just like the sheep listen to the shepherd’s voice. 
Jesus told this story to help people understand how much God loves people. God cares and loves people 
just like a shepherd loves and cares for his sheep. 

How does God show he is all knowing? 

• Read the story, Jonah and the Whale. Talk through key events with the pupils. Show a map of where 
Jonal travelled on his journey. How do pupils think that God knew where Jonah was? Focus on the 
Christian belief that God is all knowing. What did this meant for Jonah? What did God do in this story that 
was loving and forgiving?  

Emerging Concepts: 
God, Incarnation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
God 
Christian 
Parable 
Father 
Heaven 
Earth 
Loving 
Prodigal 
Jonah 
Worship 
Loving 
Nineveh 
Shepherd 
Sheep 
 

Links to other Units: 
Why is the word ‘God’ so important to Christians? (YR) 
Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (Y2) 
 
 
 

https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spirited-arts/


What do Christians believe God is like? 

• Recap what has been learnt in this topic. What have each of the stories taught Christians about God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Who is a Jew and how do they live? (Part 1 & 2)                                                                                                                                                            Year 1 

Learning Objectives: 

• What do Jews believe about God? 

• What are the Ten Commandments? 

• What is precious to us? What is precious to 
Jewish people? 

• What does a mezuzah remind Jewish people 
about? 

• How and why do Jewish people celebrate 
Shabbat? 

• What stories do Jewish people tell from the 
Torah? 

• What might the story of Chanukah make 
Jewish people think about? 

 

Suggested Activities:  

What do Jews believe about God? 

• Look at Star of David – symbol for Judaism. Remember Jews worship in the Synagogue and the holy text 
is the Torah.   

• Learn about what Jews believe about God – One God (Jews write G-d, so the name is not defaced). God 
looks after them, so they try to follow God’s rules. Tell stories from the Torah which teach about God 
looking after his people, e.g. call of Sammuel, David & Goliath. Compare with Christianity. 

What are the Ten Commandments? 

• Tell or act out story of Moses at Mount Sinai. God gave Moses a set of ten laws (Ten Commandments). 
Watch a video. Create a class set of commandments linked to their life / class / school. 

 

What is precious to us? What is precious to Jewish people? 

• What does the word precious mean? Discuss precious things in the children’s home e.g. photographs, 
memory boxes, awards, teddy bears (not money related). Why are they special? Look at artefacts / 
photos of things that might be in a Jew’s home, e.g. mezuzah, challah bread, table set for Shabbat, Star 
of David, seder plate, prayer book, chanukiah. Discuss their uses. Why are they important to a Jew?  

 
What does a mezuzah remind Jewish people about? 

• Look at different designs of Mezuzahs. Many Jews have them on the doorpost to their houses and some 
on nearly all doorways inside their house. They might touch or kiss it as they walk through the door. 
Inside is a parchment containing the Shema (Jewish prayer). Listen to it said in Hebrew (YouTube) and in 
English and discuss its meaning. What does this tell us about its importance to many Jews? Why do 
some Jews keep a Mezuzah in their car?   

 
How and why do Jewish people celebrate Shabbat? 

• What is Shabbat? Jewish day of rest. Starts on Friday night and ends on Saturday night. Learn about 
what many Jews do in the home on Shabbat, e.g. preparations, candles, blessing children, wine, challah 
bread, family meal, rest. What is it like to be busy? What do you do to rest? Many Jews believe it is 
important to rest because God rested on 7th day. Link to Creation story. 

 
What stories do Jewish people tell from the Torah? 

• Learn about how Jews celebrate Sukkot - read the story, link it to time spent by Jews in the wilderness 
and gathering of harvest and find out why it is a joyous festival. They might build a sukkot and spend 
some time in it. Link with those who have to live in temporary shelter today. 

 
What might the story of Chanukah make Jewish people think about? 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
G-d 
Ten Commandments 
Synagogue 
Torah 
Jewish 
Mezuzah 
Shema 
 

Links to other Units: 
What places / stories are special and why? (YR) 
How do festivals and family life show what matters to 
Jewish people? (Y3) 



• Learn about how Jews celebrate Chanukah – read the story, find out about the menorah (seven 
branched candlestick) and how the chanukiah (nine-branched candlestick) links to the story.  

• Explore how these festivals encourage times of reflection, thanksgiving, praise and remembrance for 
Jewish people. Reflect on the importance of celebration in their own lives – experience celebrating in the 
classroom with music, food, fun. Talk about how special times can make people happy and thoughtful. 
Link to the ways in which Jews celebrate. https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zj78bdm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zj78bdm


Who do Christians and Jews believe created the world?                                                                                                                                              Year 1 

Learning Objectives: 

• What does the term ‘creation’ mean?  

• Is God a Creator? 

• How do Christians believe the world was created?  

• How do Jews believe the world was created?  

• Can you compare how Christians and Jews believe 
the world was created? 

  

Suggested Activities: 

What does the term ‘creation’ mean? 

• Create a gallery around the classroom of the children’s work. Give children time to walk around, observe 
and discuss what they can see. Talk about, and look at, things the children have created.  Talk about the 
experience of creating – produce creative work and talk about how they felt when they were doing it. Who 
created this? How did it feel to create it? How do I want my creation to be treated? Who would I trust to 
look after it? How would I feel if it was disrespected/ damaged? 

• Go outside and talk about the beauty of the natural world – reflect on feelings of awe, wonder and 
mystery in relation to the natural world.  Ask the children to go on a scavenger hunt in the environment 
and in teams look for 5 objects to bring back to the classroom, e.g. the smallest thing, the spikiest object 
etc. Together explore the objects and others that the teacher has found e.g. shells, bark, leaves, plants, 
sand, etc.  

 
How do Christians believe the world was created? 

• Show children pictures (e.g. view of Earth from space, different natural environments) and natural 
objects, asking the questions - who created this/where did it come from? Revisit children’s ideas from 
previous session and explain that we are going to find out where Christians think the world came from. 
Tell story ‘Wonderful Earth!’ by Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen (Creation Story -Genesis chapter 1), 
using large sequencing pictures to order/ illustrate what happened on each day. When exploring each 
day say that Christians believe that God created this. Discuss how Christians believe that God created 
the world and everything in it. Why did God create these things? How did he feel afterwards? How do you 
feel about these aspects of the world?   

How do Jews believe the world was created? 

• Look at pictures of the Torah. Why is it treated in such a special way? 

• The Story of Creation is written in the Torah (first five books of the Hebrew Bible) and describes God’s 
formation of the heavens, Earth, and all living things over a period of six days, followed by a seventh day 
of rest and blessing. This story establishes core Jewish beliefs about the divine source of all existence 
and the sanctity of the seventh day of the week. The creation story explores the universe’s beginnings, 
humanity’s place in the world, and our responsibility to take care of the world. Discuss Shabbat.  

  
Can you compare how Christians and Jews believe the world was created? 

• Make comparisons such as resting on the 7th day (Christianity) and Shabbat (Judaism).   

• Discuss the Ten Commandments and compare with God’s rules for Jewish people. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Emerging Concepts: 
Creation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
God 
Creator 
Christians 
Bible 
Genesis 
Sabbath 
Ten Commandments.   
Judaism 
Jews 
Torah 
Shabbat 
God’s Rules  
 

Links to other Units: 
What stories are special and why? (YR) 
What do Christians learn from the Creation story? (Y3) 
 



 

How should we care for the world and for others, and why does that matter?                                                                                                           Year 1 

Learning Objectives: 

• What does it mean to care for someone? 

• How did Jesus teach people to care for others? 

• How do Christians follow Jesus’ example by 
being kind?  

• How do Christians help others? 

• How can we look after the world? 

Suggested Activities:  

What does it mean to care for someone? 

• Read the story ‘Can’t you sleep Little Bear?’ by Martin Waddell. Identify the ways in which Big Bear cares 
for Little Bear. Ask the children who cares for them and what does that person do to look after them.  

• Also ask children who they care for and how do they do that. Create a ‘care tree’ with hands. Children 
write on a hand “...cares for me because...” and then display them together as a tree talking about the 
different suggestions together.   

 
How did Jesus teach people to care for others? 

• Look at some of the parables or stories which Jesus told, which shows how people in the Bible care for 
others. Break at key points to ask children to suggest what happened next. Ask what they think the story 
means. E.g. Jesus heals a blind man, or Jesus heals a paralysed man.  

• Talk again about the key values such as love, care and forgiveness and how these are shown in the 
stories. Tell the story from the point of view of the different characters focusing on the feelings of the 
characters. Use role play or drama or create a word web around a picture of a character.   

• Identify the key ideas in the story. Link to own experiences.   

• Groups work together on a different story. What do they think Jesus wanted people to learn? Which parts 
will they illustrate and why?   

 
How do Christians follow Jesus’ example by being kind?  

• Look at the lives of a key Christian such as Mother Teresa who followed Jesus’ example to help others. 
Idea shower lots of information about the chosen person and then children can write a description about 
that person.   

How do Christians help others? 

• Invite a representative from the Salvation Army or a local Church to talk to the children about their work. 
How do they follow Jesus’ example by helping others? Before the representative comes for a visit 
encourage children to think of questions that they could ask to find out more information.   

• Find out about the work of Christian Aid and/or CAFOD, again looking to see how they follow Jesus’ 
teaching.  

How can we look after the world? 

• We have a responsibility to care for the world.’ Do you have to believe in God to follow this?   

• How did God feel when he had finished creating the earth? How do they feel when they have created 
something? How would they feel if it wasn’t treated well?   

• Children can work in groups to think of ways to protect our world. Record some rules and share with the 
rest of the class.  

 

Emerging Concepts: 
Our World 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Jesus 
Parable 
Care 
Love 
Forgiveness 
Help 
Church 
Responsibility  
 

Links to other Units: 
Who do Jews and Christians believe created the 
world? (Y1) 
What do Christians learn from the Creation story? (Y3) 
 
 
 

 



Who is a Muslim and how do they live? (Part 1)                                                                                                                                                             Year 2 

Learning Objectives: 

• What do Muslims believe about God? 

• What do some of the 99 Beautiful Names for God 
mean? 

• What does the Shahadah say about Muslim 
beliefs? 

• What do Muslims believe the Prophet Muhammad 
was like? 

• Why is the Prophet Muhammad so important to 
Muslims? 

• What do Muslims do to treat the Qur’an with 
respect? 

 

Suggested Activities:  

What do Muslims believe about God? 

• Explore the creation song (Nasheed), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqSs9_XJyBo , stopping at various 

points and discussing important concepts such as Allah is one, there is no-one else that can be partnered 
with Allah. Why is there no one greater than Allah according to Muslims? Mind map the things have been 
mentioned. What has Allah created? Why is Allah the creator? What are the other signs of the lord? Explore 
the key words – Alhamdulillah, Allah hu Akbar – why are these words important when talking about Allah? 
Children to create their favourite creation in the world for example a loved one or an animal that is dear to 
them this could be a pet or an adult, this could be a parent, sibling or favourite individual. Use junk modelling 
materials. 

What do some of the 99 Beautiful Names for God mean?   

• How many names do we have? Explore some full names of children in the classroom. Children to write their 
names on some special paper. Do we know Allah has 99 names? But why do we think this is? What could be 
the purpose of it? Exploring the 99 names (attributes of Allah) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCgNmBqnl0k (stop at 6mins 5 seconds). Muslims call it ‘Asma-Ul-
Husna’. What special names did we remember and what was the reason for that name (Children to already 
have added some names and attributes onto the board), children to select one and draw a representation of 
that attribute that they can relate to.   

 
What does the Shahadah say about Muslim beliefs? 

• The shahada – is a pillar of Islam. Explore the five pillars but exploring the purpose of the shahada being the 
declaration of faith or the key statement of belief of Muslims. Discussion around shahada being said a few 
times each day, it is said at birth as the first word a baby hears as it is whispered into their ear and Muslims 
hope that these also become the last words they say before death. The shahada forms the foundation of the 
other four pillars of Islam. A non-Muslim can revert to Islam by saying the Shahadah and meaning it 
sincerely. Explore the words revert and convert according to Islam. Muslims often use the term “revert” 
instead of “convert” when referring to someone embracing Islam because they believe that all people are 
born with an innate inclination towards Islam (“fitra”) and are essentially returning to their natural state of faith 
by accepting the religion, rather than adopting something entirely new; this is based on Islamic teachings that 
state everyone is born Muslim. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW0xp7qqcOw listen to the shahada and 
then work out what the words mean. Children to populate the five pillars of Islam and then add the shahada 
as the most important one. Writing down what the Shahada means and then describing why it is so important 
for Muslims.    

 
What do Muslims believe the Prophet Muhammad was like? 

• Who is Prophet Muhammad and why was he so important to Muslims? Explore who Prophet Muhammad was 
and when and where he was born. Who were the Prophets’ loved ones? Discussion around why Muslims say 
‘Peace be upon him’ whenever they mention his name. Explore that Prophet Muhammad was the last 
messenger of Allah to teach Islam to everyone. Allah sent down the Quran to Prophet Muhammad through 
angel Jibril. Explore through this video -  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BsZt69B91Q   

Emerging Concepts: 
God / Worship 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Muslim 
Islam 
Quran 
Shahada 
Worship.   

Links to other Units: 

What does it mean to belong to a faith 
community? (Y1) 

How do festivals and worship show what matters to a 
Muslim? (Y3) 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pqSs9_XJyBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCgNmBqnl0k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JW0xp7qqcOw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0BsZt69B91Q


• Explore that Prophet Muhammad has no images to represent what he looked like and it is seen as sinful to 
Muslims for anyone to try and draw or create an image of the Prophet. Children can create a mind map that 
includes all the information about Prophet Muhammad.   

 
Why is the Prophet Muhammad so important to Muslims? 

• Exploring what the Prophet Muhammad was like – as a class explore characteristics that make up an 
individual. Once explored as a whole class allow the children sometime to annotate a silhouette of a child 
adding on the characteristics that they feel sum up them as a person, for example, friendly, honest, kind, 
caring, good listener etc. Now explore the story ‘The lady who hated Prophet Muhammad’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzRuQpFjgb8 – discuss the video, what was the prophet like when the 
old lady was speaking bad about him? Why did he stay quiet when he could have said that what she was 
saying was untrue? Why didn’t he stop her? What was he really like? Did he have to say he was good to 
prove himself or did his actions do that for him? Children to re-enact the story and write down how Prophet 
Muhammad presented himself in the different parts of the story. From this story, what do we know about how 
Prophet Muhammad was like? Annotate another silhouette with words that can be linked to Prophet 
Muhammad and what he was like, for example, honest, faithful, patient, kind, caring, honest etc  

 
What do Muslims do to treat the Qur’an with respect? 

• The Qu’ran – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97XCb-zmX9I listen to this video. What is the Qu’ran? 
Explore that it is the holy book for Muslims, not just a book of stories and miracles but for Muslims it is a way 
of life and answer to many problems. The Qu’ran is the holy book which includes the words of Allah written in 
Arabic. Explore how we keep books in our classrooms and the library, do we show respect to the books? Do 
we have to carry them or put them away a certain way? Discussion around handling of the Qu’ran – Muslims 
show respect for the Qu ‘ran by washing their hands before touching it and when not being used the Quran is 
wrapped up in a special cloth and kept on a high shelf to show respect. The Quran must never touch the floor 
and is placed on a special stand when being read. The Quran teaches Muslims how to live a good life, 
explore some rules which Muslims must live by for example:   

- Worship only one god  
- Pray 5 times a day 
- Give charity to help the poor and needy 
- Show respect and love to your parents 
- Show forgiveness to others  
- Be kind to one another and treat each other with respect   

• Can the children write their own set of rules which would help to make the world a better place?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZzRuQpFjgb8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97XCb-zmX9I


Why does Christmas matter to Christians?                                                                                                                                                                    Year 2 

Learning Objectives: 

• What happened at the very first Christmas?  

• Why is the birth of Jesus important to 
Christians?  

• How does the story of Jesus’ birth guide 
Christians?  

• What do Christians do at Christmas time?  

• What happens during the period of Advent? 
 

Suggested Activities:  

What happened at the very first Christmas? 

• Can the children remember the key parts of the nativity story? Read or watch the story together and 
recap on the main events. The Christian Story of the First Christmas – BBC Bitesize 

• Using pictures, ask the children to order the key parts of the nativity story and practice telling the story to 
their partner.   

Why is the birth of Jesus important to Christians? 

• Can the children explain why this Baby is so important? What would you expect as gifts for the new 
king?  

• What do the children think matters to Christians? Research using adverts or pictures/stories e.g. candles, 
giving gifts, put up decoration to celebrate Jesus’ birth, show thanks to people.  

How does the story of Jesus’ birth guide Christians? 

• Act out the story of the birth of Jesus according to the Gospel of Luke. Explain that Christians use the 
Christmas story to guide them by celebrating the birth of Jesus who is the son of God. Explain that some 
Christians believe God is of the most importance and that is why they celebrate.  

What do Christians do at Christmas time? 

• Christmas is seen as a time for generosity and for thinking about the needs of others. Churches run 
events to provide food and shelter for those in need. Look at pictures and discuss the things that 
Christians do at Christmas time, such as attend special church services, sing carols, light candles and 
decorate their homes with lights, put up decorations linked to Jesus, share food with family and friends 
and give to those in need.  

• Christmas is celebrated in both a religious and non-religious way. Can children research Christmas cards 
that are given at Christmas. Are there any signs of Jesus or the nativity story?  

What happens during the period of Advent? 

• Begin by opening an Advent calendar. Do the children know why they might receive an Advent calendar? 
Explain that Advent is a four-week period of preparation and reflection leading up to Christmas that 
focuses on the excitement of Jesus’ birth. The last day of Advent is Christmas Eve. 

• Children label/make an Advent wreath and candles.   

• Visit a church to see the Advent wreath or other signs that it is Christmas.  

• Make a class Advent calendar to count down to Christmas.  

• Make decorations and send ‘Thank you’ notes to people who help us during the year.  

 

Emerging Concepts: 
Incarnation 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Nativity 
Bethlehem 
Nazareth 
Advent 
Wreath 
 
 

Links to other Units: 
What do Christians believe God is like? (Y1) 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z7fp382


Who is a Muslim and how do they live? (Part 2)                                                                                                                                                             Year 2 

Learning Objectives: 

• Review – Who was the Prophet Muhammad 
and why is he important to Muslims? 

• What difference do following the Five Pillars 
make to the way a Muslim worships God? 

• What difference does Salah make to the way a 
Muslim worships God? 

• What difference do the teachings of the Qur’an 
make to the way a Muslim worships God? 

• What difference do Zakat and Sawm make to 
the way a Muslim worships God? 

 

Suggested Activities: 

Who was the Prophet Muhammad and why is he important to Muslims? 

• Start by recapping what we know about Prophet Muhammad and why he was important to Muslims. Take 
ideas from Autumn 1 to make up your first lesson.   
 

What difference do following the Five Pillars make to the way a Muslim worships God? 

• Explore the five pillars of Islam, ‘Shahada, Salat, Zakat, Sawm & Hajj’, what is each one and why is each one 
important to a Muslim. Now explore that together these five pillars provide a framework for a Muslim’s 
worship, guiding them in expressing faith, performing rituals, practising charity and demonstrating their 
devotion to Allah. These practices are referred to as pillars because they form the foundation of Muslim life. 
Each pillar work in tandem with one another to bring the essence of Islam as a religion of peace and 
submission to Allah, into the lifestyle of every Muslim. Now explore how each links and serves as a reminder 
for a Muslim:   

• Believing in one God and that Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the last messenger of Allah is the 
central belief of Islam around which everything else revolves, and reciting the shahada in prayer each day 
serves to remind Muslims of this integral belief.   

• Prayer happens five times a day and offers five different opportunities for remembrance of Allah and the 
purpose in this life to worship him.   

• Whilst charity is greatly encouraged to be part of everyday Muslim life, it is obligatory to offer Zakat once a 
year, ensuring that wealth is continuously redistributed to those who need it.   

• During Hajj, Muslims must each wear the simple garments and perform the same rituals and acts of devotion 
to Allah. Stripped of worldly distinction, people are reminded that all are equal before God.   

• Facts about the pillars: A Muslim must commit to each pillar and what it entails throughout their lives. Each 
Pillar also accounts for those who may be unable to fulfil one or more of them, for example due to ill health, 
lack of financial means, birthing mums etc.   

• Children can annotate the five pillars of Islam by adding how each one makes a difference to the way they 
worship Allah.   

 
What difference does Salah make to the way a Muslim worships God? 

• Salah – Muslims believe that the five daily prayers transform worship by providing a structured and regular 
way to connect with Allah. Muslims believe that:  

• Connection with Allah – Prayer at specific times of the day helps maintain a regular and focused connection 
with Allah.  

• Spiritual Discipline – It teaches spiritual discipline, as performing Salah requires a certain level of discipline 
and self-control, as Muslims must set aside time for prayer and follow the rituals which help them to foster a 
stronger spiritual faith.   

• Strengthening Faith and seeking guidance – Through Salah, Muslims seek guidance, forgiveness and 
blessings from Allah, and they are required to ponder on the verses of the Quran and the shahada.   

• Unity – praying the same set prayers at the same time as Muslims all over the world is a sign of solidarity 
which demonstrates that everyone is equal in the eyes of Allah.   

Emerging Concepts: 
God, Worship 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Prophet Muhammad 
Allah 
Zakat 
Hajj 
Salah 
Pilgrimage 
Fasting 
Charity 

Links to other Units: 
 
What does it mean to belong to a faith 
community? (Y1) 
How do festivals and worship show what matters to a 
Muslim? (Y3) 
 
 
 
 
 



• Submission – Part of performing Salah involves prostration (bowing) before Allah, which shows submission 
and reminds Muslims that Allah is more important than they are.   

• Seeking Allah’s help and forgiveness – salah is a means of praising Allah, glorifying Allah and asking for 
help, seeking guidance and forgiveness and showing gratitude for his blessings.   

• Purification – salah is believed to purify the soul, wipe away sins and create awareness of Allah, Salah helps 
keep Muslims away from sins and evil deeds and provide relief in times of distress.   

• Following examples of Prophets – Salah is a form of worship that belongs to the prophets and Muslims 
voluntarily offer it to show that they are following in their footsteps.   

• You can call upon a Muslim faith leader to talk to the children about Salah (Prayer), if that is not possible then 
use the above examples as a teaching point. Stop and discuss each point asking questions and elaborating 
upon children’s responses. The end task could be children creating their own prayer mat that includes what 
they have learnt about Salah and the difference it makes to the way a Muslim worships God. 

   
What difference do the teachings of the Qur’an make to the way a Muslim worships God? 

• Qu’ran – The Quran as the word of Allah profoundly shapes Muslims worship by providing guidance on the 
nature of God, the importance of submission and specific practices like prayer, fasting and charity are all 
aimed at developing a relationship with Allah. The Qu’ran:  

• Teaches Muslims about Allah’s attributes like omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence, which inspires 
awe in their worship. (Explore the key vocabulary with the pupils)    

• The word ‘Islam’ means submission, and the Quran emphasises the importance of surrendering to Allah’s will 
as the core of worship.   

• The Quran outlines specific practices that Muslims are expected to follow in their worship including: Prayer – 
the Quran emphasises the importance of praying five times a day facing the direction of Makkah as a direct 
communication with Allah. Fasting – the Quran mandates fasting during the month of Ramadhan as a way to 
purify oneself and strengthen one’s connection with Allah. Charity – the Quran encourages Muslims to give a 
portion of their wealth to the poor and needy as a way to show gratitude for Allah’s blessings and to help 
those in need. Pilgrimage – the Quran mentions the importance of the pilgrimage to Makkah as a way to 
purify oneself and strengthen faith.  

• The Quran also emphasises ethical behaviour such as honesty, kindness and justice which are seen as 
essential aspects of worship and living a life pleasing only Allah.  

• Muslims believe that Quran is the final revelation from Allah and the most powerful source of guidance for all 
aspects of life, including worship.   

• You can call upon a Muslim faith leader to talk to the children about the Quran, if that is not possible then use 
the above examples as a teaching point. Stop and discuss each point asking questions and elaborating upon 
children’s responses. The end task could be that children are given the outline of a book on which they can 
then annotate what they have learnt about the Quran and the difference it makes to the way a Muslim 
worships God.   
 

What difference do Zakat and Sawm make to the way a Muslim worships God? 

• Zakat & Sawm – these are both key Pillars of Islam and important for Muslims because they promote self-
discipline, spiritual growth, and empathy for those less fortunate, while also demonstrating obedience to 
Allah. Explore what each one is individually with pupils first before exploring the key understandings below.   



• Fasting (Sawm) is a direct act of worship, demonstrating obedience to Allah’s commands and fostering self-
discipline by abstaining from food, drink and other desires during daylight hours in Ramadhan. Self-restraint 
allows Muslims to have a stronger connection with Allah.   

• Fasting helps Muslims to understand the struggles of those who may not have enough food or resources, 
fostering compassion and a desire to help others.   

• The act of fasting encourages Muslims to appreciate the blessings of food and the ability to look after 
themselves and a desire to help others.   

• It is during the month of Ramadhan that Muslims are encouraged to pay Zakat (giving to charity) to the less 
fortunate. This giving to charity is intended to purify wealth, address economic inequality and help those in 
need. Generally, Zakat is calculated at a rate of 2.5% of a Muslims total savings and wealth that they have 
held for a full lunar year.   

• Key questions to explore with pupils: what does it / would it feel like to fast all day? What is the purpose of 
fasting? Would you be able to fast and go hungry during daylight hours? Would it be easy or difficult? Allow 
the children to reflect on the difficulties a Muslim may feel whilst fasting and then record their thoughts. Now 
as a class reflect on the rewards a Muslim receives by Allah for fasting and giving charity, would you still want 
to fast, would it still feel difficult to you?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Why does Easter matter to Christians?                                                                                                                                                                           Year 2 

Learning Objectives: 

• What happened during Holy Week? 

• Why do are Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
important days for Christians? 

• Why do Christians give Easter eggs? 

• How do Christians celebrate Easter? 

• Why does Easter matter to Christians? 
 

Suggested Activities: 

What happened during Holy Week? 

• Introduce the story of Holy week What happened to Jesus in Holy Week? - BBC Bitesize Tell children that 
for Christians, Easter is the most important time of the year when they celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus. Discuss what resurrection means. 

• Set up stations in the class 1) The entry into Jerusalem e.g. John 12:12 –15; 2) Jesus’ betrayal and arrest 
at the Mount of Olives e.g. Luke 22:47– 53; 3) Jesus dies on the cross e.g. Luke 23:26 – 56; 4) The 
empty tomb e.g. Luke 24:1–12; 5) Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene and the disciples: John 20:11– 
23. At each station children should hear part of the story and have a chance to discuss and reflect on it, 
expressing their thoughts, feelings and questions. Include palm leaves to feel (and wave) for the entry 
into Jerusalem, and vinegar to smell for the crucifixion. Use a variety of active strategies to get children to 
become familiar with the story (e.g. simple role play, freeze-framing, story-boarding, putting images in 
chronological order, retelling events to each other).  
 

Why do are Good Friday and Easter Sunday important days for Christians? 

• The Easter Story (in finger paints) - YouTube Recap the Easter story. Discuss Good Friday with the 
children and that this is the day that Jesus dies on the cross. Explain that Christians believe this day 
matters because it is a day to celebrate that Jesus died for our sins. Discuss how Jesus’ followers and 
disciples may have felt. Read Matthew 27:45-56 The Death of Jesus to the children, discussing how 
Jesus’ followers felt and his disciples. Describe or look at pictures of a church on Good Friday.    

• Discuss Easter Sunday with the children and explain Christians celebrate this day because it is the day 
Jesus was resurrected. Discuss what resurrection means. Read the verse Matthew 28:5-8 The 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ to the children.   

• Talk about the emotions of Jesus’ followers during the week. Match the emotions to different characters 
at different times (e.g. being angry, sad, excited, worried, scared, surprised, happy, puzzled, overjoyed, 
etc.) Note the big change from Friday (sad) to Sunday (puzzled and overjoyed). 
 

Why do Christians give Easter eggs? 

• Connect the idea of eggs, new life and the belief in Jesus’ resurrection. Look at decorated Easter eggs – 
make some model eggs and decorate with scenes from Easter Sunday. Talk about the Christian belief 
that Jesus rises from death (resurrection) on the Sunday after his death, and how this shows Christians 
that Jesus has opened up a way for them to have a new life after they die – a life with God in heaven. 
This is part of the idea of ‘salvation’ – for Christians, Jesus offers to save them from death. Talk about 
why this is important for Christians – talk about the hope Christians have that heaven is a place without 
pain or suffering – a place of joy.  

How do Christians celebrate Easter? 

• Find out about how churches celebrate different parts of Holy Week, e.g. Palm Sunday crosses; Good 
Friday (church services, hot cross buns, Stations of the Cross); Easter Sunday (joyful songs, decorating 

Emerging Concepts: 
Salvation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Easter  
Good Friday  
Easter Sunday  
Celebrate  
Resurrection 
Salvation   
Saviour 
Disciples 
 

Links to other Units: 
Why is Easter special to Christians? (YR) 
Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good 
Friday? (Y4)  
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zc6wmbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFw1cTnT3Jo
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+28:5-8


crosses in church, giving and eating eggs). Connect these practices with the events in the story. Make up 
some simple actions that help them to remember the story – and that could be used in Christian 
celebrations. 

Why does Easter matter to Christians? 

• Discuss with the children that Easter symbolises hope and new life. Ask pupils why people find it helpful 
to believe that there is life in heaven after death. Make a link with the idea that, for Christians, Jesus 
brings good news. Give pupils time to reflect on the way the story changes from sadness to happiness, or 
from darkness to light. Give them a chance to paint some dark marks on a page, listening to some quiet 
music, then to paint some bright colours, with joyous music accompanying. Ask them to talk about what it 
might feel like when something good happens after something sad.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is the ‘good news’ Christians believe Jesus brings?                                                                                                                                          Year 2 

Learning Objectives: 

• What does Gospel mean?  

• Which stories from the Bible link to the concept 
of Gospel?  

• Why do Christians believe Jesus brings good 
news?   

 

Suggested Activities: 

What does Gospel mean? 

• Introduce the concept of "gospel" and why it is good news for Christians. Ask the children, "What is good 
news?" (Accept answers like getting a pet, winning a game, etc.)  Explain that "gospel" means "good 
news." The gospel is the good news about Jesus and what He did for everyone. Read or summarise 
Luke 2:1-20 The Birth of Jesus, where an angel tells shepherds that a Savior, Jesus, is born. Jesus’ birth 
is good news because He came to help everyone. Discuss why was the birth of Jesus was good news for 
the world? How do you think the shepherds felt when they heard the angel? Ask the children to write 

what Gospel means and sentences about why Jesus’ birth is good news for Christians.   

 
Which stories from the Bible link to the concept of Gospel?  

• Show how Jesus brings good news by healing people and helping others. Jesus not only taught about 
God’s love but also helped people by healing them when they were sick or in trouble. Read or summarise 
Mark 2:1-12, where a paralysed man is brought to Jesus for healing. The friends of the paralysed man 
brought him to Jesus because they believed Jesus could heal him, and Jesus did! Discuss why was it 
good news that Jesus could heal people? What does this tell us about how much Jesus cares for us? 
Children will sequence pictures of write sentences retelling the story of Jesus Healing the Paralysed 
Man.  

• Explain how Jesus brings good news by forgiving sins. Ask the children, "What happens when you make 
a mistake? How do you feel when someone forgives you?" Explain that Jesus brings good news because 
He forgives people when they ask for forgiveness. Read or summarize Luke 15:11-32, where a son 
makes a mistake by leaving home but is welcomed back by his father with love and forgiveness. Just like 
the father forgave his son, Jesus forgives us when we make mistakes. What did the father do when the 
son returned home? Why is forgiveness such good news? Write down a time when someone forgave 
them, and why that was good news.  

 
Why do Christians believe Jesus brings good news?   

• Jesus brings good news because He shows us how much God loves us. Jesus shows us God’s love by 
helping and caring for others. Read or summarise John 6:1-14, where Jesus feeds 5,000 people with just 
five loaves of bread and two fish. Explain that Jesus showed God’s love by giving people what they 
needed, even when it seemed impossible. How did Jesus show God’s love in this story? What does this 
story teach us about how we can show love to others? Give the children five pieces of bread (or paper 
representing bread) and have them draw or write ways they can share love with others.  

• Discuss how Jesus’ love can help us be kind and helpful. Explain the biggest part of the good news – that 
Jesus died for us and came back to life. What is the best thing someone can do for you? (Discuss love 
and sacrifice.) Jesus’ death on the cross is the greatest good news because He did it for everyone so 
that we could be forgiven and have eternal life with God. Read or summarise Luke 23:32-24:12, where 
Jesus dies on the cross, and three days later, He rises again. Jesus' resurrection shows that death is not 

Emerging Concepts: 
Gospel 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Gospel 
Bible 
Christians 
News 
Resurrection 
Forgiveness 
Healing 
 

Links to other Units: 
What stories are special and why? (YR)  
What does it mean to belong to a faith 
community? (Y1) 
How should we care for the world and for others, and 
why does that matter? (Y1) 
 
 
 
 
 



the end, and He offers eternal life to everyone who believes in Him. Discuss why is the resurrection of 
Jesus such good news? What does it mean for us that Jesus rose from the dead?  

• Have the children answer the question what is the good news that Christians believe Jesus brings? 
remind the children that Jesus is the good news because He loves us, heals us, forgives our mistakes, 
shows us God’s love, and died and rose again for us. Encourage the children to share the good news 
with others, just like the angel shared the good news with the shepherds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What makes some places sacred to believers?                                                                                                                                                             Year 2 

Learning Objectives: 

• Which places are special to me and others?  

• Where is a sacred place for believers to go? 

• Why is a church sacred to Christians? 

• Why is the Synagogue sacred for Jewish 
people? 

• Why is a Mosque sacred to Muslims? 

• What are the similarities and differences 
between places of worship? 

 

Suggested Activities: 

Which places are special to me?  

• Create a group discussion of places children feel safe and happy in. What makes them feel like this in 
these places? E.g. objects or people? How do we show respect in our special places e.g. taking our 
shoes off before we go inside? Following the discussion reflect on whether all of the places the children 
named where the same, why might some peoples special place be different to others?  

Where is a sacred place for believes to go? 

• Explain to the children that a sacred place is somewhere that is dedicated to worshipping God and the 
main purpose of a place of worship is to provide the community a place to worship together. Can the 
children think of any other places in their community that might be important to people? 

• Working in small groups provide a picture of a mosque, church or synagogue to each group and 
encourage the children to write or draw objects the children think they would find in each place and name 
and describe what the object is for. Show the children the pictures of each place of worship along with 
mixed up post it notes that have different words or objects associated with each place and encourage the 
children to match the word on the post it notes to the correct place of worship. Discuss each object and 
provide children with the opportunity to ask questions.   

• Reinforcing how we treated our own special places at the start of the lesson, discuss how the places of 
worship and artefacts we have talked about so far should be treated. Create a list of ways we can show 
respect. 

Why is a Church sacred to Christians? 
 

• Ask the children questions such as What is a Church? What is it for? Ask the children to name different 
buildings, e.g. hospital, school and say what each building is used for. Explain that all these buildings 
have a purpose.  Ask the children what the purpose of a Church is. Show pictures of different churches 
and ask what they know.  Ask them to describe the shapes of the windows, porch and door.  What do 
they think is in the tower? 

• Children to write a list of questions they would like to ask about the church in preparation for visit.  

• Visit a local church. Discuss the features inside the church, look around the building and talk about the 
artefacts e.g. the altar, cross or crucifix, bread, wine, Bible, Symbols of light and find out what they are 
used for.  Encourage the children to look for things that show the church is important and sacred to 
believers.  

• Choose objects they enjoyed learning about from the visit and write about how they are used and why 
they are important.  

Why is a Synagogue sacred to Jewish people? 

• Using a virtual visit of a Synagogue talk to the children about the different features that can be seen on 
the video. What do they think things they see on the video are called? What are they used for?  

• Give each child or working in small groups provide the children with an aspect from the synagogue such 
as Torah, Prayer, Ner Tamid and encourage the to find out more information and create a poster or fact 
file about what their item is and what it is used for. 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Jewish 
Holy 
Sacred 
Cristian 
Place of Worship 
Muslim 
Community 
Church 
Mosque 
Synagogue 
Bible 
Crucifix 
Torah 
Ner Tamid 
Mosque 
Minaret 
 

Links to other Units: 
What places are special and why? (YR) 
Who is a Muslim and how do they live? (Y2)  



• Children to present the poster to the rest of the group.  

Why is a Mosque sacred Muslims?  

• Invite a believer into school to talk about how they prepare to prayer in a Mosque e.g. remove their 
shoes, cover their heads, prayer mats, men and women area. Explain to the children that the minaret is 
where the call to prayer takes place from and ask the children why they think this might be important? 
Play a recording of the call to prayer and ask the children to think about how they would feel if they were 
a believer?  

• Write a list of things we would do if we were going to prayer inside a Mosque.  

How are sacred places similar and different? 

• Organise facts into true and false. Can the children name which religion the fact is linked to, e.g. is the 
Torah symbol used in Christianity? 

• Show the children different pictures or artefacts and ask them to match these objects to the correct 
headings of Judaism, Christianity and Islam and talk about why and how it is used and why it is important 
to believers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What do Christians learn from the Creation story?                                                                                                                                                        Year 3 

Learning Objectives: 

• What is my understanding of the term 
creation?  

• Can you recall what happened on each day of 
the Christian creation story? 

• What does it mean to be a steward of our 
world?  

• What do Christians mean by ‘the fall’? 

• What are the other religious viewpoints about 
how the world was created?  

• What are other non-religious viewpoints on 
how the world was created? 

 
 

Suggested Activities: 

What is my understanding of the term creation? 

• Ask children to design and create their own world - i.e layered model on A4 paper - blue card for sea, 
green card for grass, add animals etc. What needs to be included? How they feel about their own 
creation. What is special about it? How can they look after it? 

Can you recall what happened on each day of the Christian creation story? 

• Read/ listen to/ watch the Christian creation story. Discuss what happens on each day. What happened 
on the seventh day? Discuss how Christians believe that God created the world in six days and rested on 
the seventh. Sunday is often a day of rest for Christians who attend church to worship God. Ask children 
to order the days of the Creation story or create a comic strip. 

What does it mean to be a steward of our world? 

• Stewardship is the belief that humans are responsible for protecting all creation in the world. Look at the 
story of Creation as in the Bible - Genesis Chapter 1. Think about what humans do/do not do to look after 
the world. We have a responsibility to care for the world. Do you have to believe in God to follow this? 

• Children consider people who create things (it may be personal, a parent/relative who creates something) 
there are many things which are created some are practical others purely for pleasure.  How did God feel 
when he had finished creating the earth? How do they feel when they have created something? How 
would they feel if it wasn’t treated well?  Ask children to work in groups to research into conservation 
charities to find ways to protect our world. Refer to Genesis verse 1:28 “rule over the fish of the sea, the 
birds of the air and everything living that moves on Earth.”  As a group then children can present their 
findings to the rest of the class. 

What do Christians mean by ‘The Fall?’ 

• The story told in Genesis 3 is what Christians refer to as ‘the fall'. Originally humans were created in the 
image of God, to live in relationship with God, and to rule over all creation. Adam and Eve, the first man 
and woman created by God, were seduced by God’s enemy, Satan, into believing that they could be “like 
God” by their own will and effort. Adam and Eve gave in. They disobeyed God’s only instruction. 
Christians refer to the act of disobeying God’s rules as sin. Right from that moment everything changed. 
Adam and Eve hid from God because they were feeling ashamed and afraid. God then banished them 
from His beautiful garden. Share video clips, or the passage from the bible to explore this part of the 
creation story. https://youtu.be/Kg2lkCxjMg8 How did Adam and Eve displease God? - BBC Bitesize  
Genesis 3 NIV - The Fall - Now the serpent was more - Bible Gateway 

What are the other religious viewpoints about how the world was created?  

• What do other people believe? At this point discuss the creation in Islam – Allah was responsible for the 
creation of the universe and there are many references to this throughout the Qur’an “He it is who 
created the Heavens and the Earth in six days – and His Throne was over the waters.” Qur’an 11:7. 
Refer back to the creation story of Judaism (Year 1).   

• Ask children to create a comparison table between the three religions of Christianity, Judaism and Islam 
(how many days, who created the world, who were the first people etc…)  

Emerging Concepts: 
Creation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Creation 
Stewardship 
Sin 
Genesis 
Evolution 
Humanist 
Humanism 
Responsibility 
Bible 
Qur’an 
Chapter 
Verse 
 

Links to other Units: 
Who do Christians and Jews believe created the 
world? (Y2) 

 

https://youtu.be/Kg2lkCxjMg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z2kcdnb
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=genesis%203&version=NIV


What are other non-religious viewpoints on how the world was created? 

• Christians believe the creation story is how the world was made. What do other non-religious people 
believe? At this point discuss the views of Evolution, making a clear link with Humanism. Humanists think 
the best way to find answers is to ask questions and look for clues, using science to study nature and the 
universe. 

• Ask the children to research evolution, considering what the theory is and the evidence to suggest it’s 
true. Have a class debate - Creation versus the theory of Evolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is it like for someone to follow God?                                                                                                                                                                     Year 3 

Learning Objectives: 

• Why do some people choose to follow God? 

• What is a covenant promise and why are they 
needed to follow God? 

• Why did Noah put his trust in God? 

• How does God impact on the lives of some 
Christians? 

• Why do Christians make promises to make a 
difference in the world? 

Suggested Activities: 

Why do some people choose to follow God? 

• Look at a case study such as  KS2 Religious Studies: Meet a young Christian boy - BBC Bitesize Nathan is a 
young Christian boy. Discuss how God helps Nathan live his life.   

What is a covenant promise and why are they needed to follow God? 

• Ask the children if they know what a covenant is. Discuss that following God means creating covenant 
promises. Throughout the bible, God made promises to his people, such as to love them, to protect them, to 
guide them and to answer them. All of those promises were fulfilled through Jesus. To follow God, Christians 
must live in a way that honours Him. They must make daily choices to follow the teachings of Jesus. Make a 
list of all of the things that the children could do to live the way Jesus wanted. 

Why did Noah put his trust in God? 

• Look at a Bible story such as Noah’s Ark. (Genesis 6-9). Why did Noah trust God? 
(Relationship/Promise/Covenant) Why did God choose Noah to serve? God’s covenant with Noah is 
unconditional, and his promise is accompanied with a sign of his faithfulness, the rainbow, to remind future 
generations of this covenant.  Create thought bubbles for the characters around an image of Noah’s Ark. How 
can Noah’s faith help Christians who are finding it hard to trust God?  

How does God impact on the lives of some Christians? 

• Do you know anyone with great faith? Mother Theresa, Stormzy, Tom Hanks, Simone Biles, Bukayo Saka, 
Marcus Rashford, Raheem Sterling… How does religion impact on their lives? Ask the children to work in 
pairs to create fact files/profiles about the different individuals and share with the rest of the class.  
 

Why do Christians make promises to make a difference in the world? 

• Can the children make a promise to someone important to them (God if appropriate) to make a difference in 
the world today? 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 

Key Vocabulary: 

Faith 
Acolyte 
Priest 
Promise 
Covenant 

Links to other Units: 
What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 
(Y1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z4t97nb


 

How do festivals and family life show what matters to a Muslim?                                                                                                                               Year 3 

Learning Objectives: 

• How do the Five Pillars help Muslims submit to 
Allah with everything they have? 

• What does the opening chapter of the Qur’an 
teach Muslims about God? 

• Why does prayer matter to Muslims? 

• Why is the mosque a special place for 
Muslims? 

• Why do Muslims celebrate at the end of 
Ramadan? 

• How is Eid celebrated at home and in the 
Mosque? 

 

Suggested Activities: 

 
How do the Five Pillars help Muslims submit to Allah with everything they have? 

• Recap how the five pillars of Islam help Muslims submit to Allah with everything they have. Take ideas from 
Year 2 Spring 1 planning to consolidate and recap the core beliefs.  
 

What does the opening chapter of the Qur’an teach Muslims about God? 

• Explore with the pupils the importance of an opening chapter of any book, why is the first chapter the most 
important chapter? For example: it helps set the scene, allows us to better understand who the main 
characters are, it’s the authors first opportunity to make a lasting impression on the reader, it captures the 
reader's attention and make them want to continue reading etc. Complete first part of the task as suggested 
below.  

• Listen to the opening chapter of the Quran https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urs2ScPSjC0 (read the 
subtitles as you work your way through the video) explain to the children that the opening chapter of the 
Quran ‘Surah-Al-Fatiha’ teaches Muslims that God (Allah) is the lord of the worlds, the most gracious, the 
most merciful and the master of the day of judgement (praising God). This chapter also known as ‘The 
opening’, is the first chapter of the Quran and is recited at the start of each unit of prayer (Rakah) in daily 
prayers. The chapter emphasises that Muslims worship only Allah alone and seek help from him. Muslims 
pray for Allah’s guidance to the straight path, the path of those he has blessed and not of those who have 
gone astray (away from Allah’s way). The first chapter therefore reinforces the Islamic belief in the oneness of 
God (Tawhid), it highlights God’s attributes of being the most gracious and most merciful, it affirms God’s role 
as the lord of the worlds and it reminds Muslims about the day of judgement where God will be the master. 
What impression does this leave on the reader? Does it make us want to continue reading?  

• Children to be given two opening pages to a book. In the first the pupils to write what the author intends to do 
in the first chapter of any book and on the second the pupils to write what the opening chapter of the Quran 
teaches Muslims about God.  

 
Why does prayer matter to Muslims? 

 

• Why does prayer matter to Muslims? Explore the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDoUSE0nZmM 
Stopping the video and discussing the contents at various points.  

• Key questions – how do Muslims prepare for prayer? How do Muslims pray? Can all prayers be prayed 
whenever Muslims want? Can Muslims prayer in any direction? Why is prayer important?  

• Children can create a Muslims guide to prayer for someone new or wanting to know more about Muslims 
prayer.  Ensure the pupils cover how to prayer, when to prayer, preparations to performing prayer etc.  
 

Why is the mosque a special place for Muslims? 

• The mosque – what is a place of worship? Do we know of any? Explore the inside of a mosque through the 
video and explore the reasons why Muslims visit the mosque  

Emerging Concepts: 
God, Worship, Tawhid   
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Pillars of Islam 
Faith 
Prayer 
Worship 
Mosque 
Celebration 
Eid 
Ramadhan 
Qu’ran 
Eid Mubarak   
 

Links to other Units: 
What does it mean to belong to a faith 
community? (Y1) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urs2ScPSjC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LDoUSE0nZmM


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWi7plHFJI8. Key questions – why have the people visited the mosque? 
What do you notice about the mosque? What special rooms did you see? Why were these prayer rooms 
important? Do men and women prayer together in the mosque? Why do some people stay behind at the 
mosque once prayer has finished? Why else is the mosque visited? For example, weddings, opening of fasts 
etc.  

• Task – can you imagine saying a prayer to God, what would you reflect on afterwards for example the 
blessings you have, the nature, the life you have etc. Now think about the things you are grateful for and 
create an after-prayer thankfulness list and explain your reason why.  
 

Why do Muslims celebrate at the end of Ramadan? 

• Celebrations at the end of Ramadhan – What is a celebration? What celebrations do we celebrate? Take 
children’s responses. Move onto Ramadhan, what is Ramadhan? How do Muslims celebrate the end of 
Ramadhan? Explore that Eid-Ul-Fitr is a special celebration at the end of Ramadhan. Eid-Ul-Fitr means ‘The 
festival of breaking of the fast’, Fasting during Ramadhan means that Muslims do not eat or drink between 
sunrise and sunset. Do you think fasting would be difficult? Eid-Ul-fitr begins with the beginning of the new 

moon. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YH_LV24cXws – Think about why Muslims celebrate the end of 
Ramadhan. Is this celebration necessary? Children can create how they think Muslims celebrate Eid in 
preparation for next session where we explore how Eid is celebrated.  
 

How is Eid celebrated at home and in the Mosque? 

• How is Eid celebrated at home and in the mosque? Start by exploring how many celebrations we know of, 
why are they significant? Do they each mark something important? Move onto exploring Eid and explaining 
that Muslims celebrate Eid twice in one year. They celebrate Eid-Ul-Fitr to mark the end of Ramadhan and 
celebrate Eid-Ul-Adha after the hole pilgrimage ‘Hajj’. Explore each Eid and its significance to Muslims. What 
is the same and what is different about each Eid. What are the important events surrounding the different 
Eid’s?  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqjCPB1aw3s – two Eid’s  

• Although each Eid has a different significance, the way in which they are celebrated is the same. Look 
through the video and think about how Muslim’s celebrate Eid in the mosque and at home. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLso5-__mAQ – celebrating Eid 

• Children to create a poster for an Eid party at the mosque / home, they can add information about what will 
happen during the course of the day for example, starting by entering mosque in a clean state, bathed 
wearing new clothes, joining in with the special Eid prayer, wishing ‘Eid Mubarak’ to family and friends, 
sharing Eid food, sharing gifts and presents etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GWi7plHFJI8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YH_LV24cXws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqjCPB1aw3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yLso5-__mAQ


How do festivals and family life show what matters to Jewish people?                                                                                                                      Year 3 

Learning Objectives: 

• What do many Jewish people do to mark 
Shabbat? 

• What does Shabbat look like in the UK today? 

• What do different Jewish people celebrate at 
Rosh Hashanah? 

• What happens at Yom Kippur? 

• What is the story of Passover? 

• Why do many Jews celebrate Passover every 
year? 

 

Suggested Activities: 
 
What do many Jewish people do to mark Shabbat? 

• Establish prior knowledge about Jewish worldview traditions and use https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-
clips-video/articles/zrkvrj6 to recall KS1 knowledge about Shabbat. When does it start? What is eaten 
and drunk? What activities do many Jews refrain from?  

• Be theological investigators and explore what quotations from the story of creation and the ten 
commandment texts tell us about why Jews mark Shabbat – Jews rest on Shabbat because God rests in 
the story of creation and the 4th commandment instructs a weekly day of rest.   

• Explain that on Saturday, some Jews will go to the synagogue to mark Shabbat and learn about what 
happens during a Shabbat service.  

 
What does Shabbat look like in the UK today? 

• Find out about what Shabbat looks like in the UK today by examining census data, comparing comments 
from Orthodox and Progressive Jews who follow different interpretations of Torah and looking at how 
Jewish school finish times, e.g. https://www.etzchaim-primaryschool.org.uk/parents/early-finish-and-
shabbat-closings are organised to fit around Shabbat.  

 
What do different Jewish people celebrate at Rosh Hashanah? 

• Discuss how New Year is celebrated in the UK, e.g. resolutions, promises, hopes for the New Year. Then 
look at images from inside Jewish homes at the festival of Rosh Hashanah and discuss what they 
notice.   

• Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zdqc8xs (first 2 mins) to find out about the 
start of the ‘Ten Days of Awe’, e.g. blowing of Shofar, eating sweet foods such as apples and honey, 
round challah bread. Explore how traditions differ depending on where Jewish families originate from, 
e.g. use Apples and Pomegranates book to learn about the sedar meal eaten by many Sephardi Jews.  

 
What happens at Yom Kippur? 

• Use the rest of https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zdqc8xs (from 2 mins to end) to 
learn about what happens at the end of the Ten Days of Awe – Yom Kippur. Many Jews go to the 
synagogue – read story of Jonah, which is often read in the synagogue on Yom Kippur, and talk about 
how it shows forgiveness. Forgiveness and saying sorry is important for lots of Jewish people during the 
Ten Days of Awe / Yom Kippur and many will say sorry to people they have wronged in the past year. 
They will fast for 25 hours to focus on the meaning of the day rather than food and luxuries. Some will get 
rid of their bad deeds by throwing them into the water – make paper boats and write things they want to 
say sorry for on them. Did they feel better for doing this? Discuss how they think Jewish people feel at 
the end of Yom Kippur.   

 

Emerging Concepts: 

God/Torah 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Freedom      
Torah 
Yom Kippur 
Orthodox 
Pesach (Passover) 
Synagogue 
Kosher 
Progressive 
Kashrut  
 

Links to other Units: 
How do festivals and family life show what matters 
most to Jewish people? (Y3)  
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zrkvrj6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zrkvrj6
https://www.etzchaim-primaryschool.org.uk/parents/early-finish-and-shabbat-closings
https://www.etzchaim-primaryschool.org.uk/parents/early-finish-and-shabbat-closings
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zdqc8xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zdqc8xs


What is the story of Passover? 

• Explore the meaning of the words ‘slavery’ and ‘freedom’ and discuss how it might feel to be free. Tell the 
story of Moses using parts of ‘The Prince of Egypt’ film or a version from a children’s Bible. Use drama 
techniques, e.g. conscience alley / freeze frame to explore reasons that Moses should continue to try to 
free the Hebrews or give up and the preparations for leaving Egypt, marking doors etc. On a footprint 
template, draw the scene and write the feelings of the Children of Israel as slaves on the toes.  

 
Why do many Jews celebrate Passover every year? 

• Look at images of the Exodus and the Plagues on the Passover plate from the Jewish Museum: 
https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/schools/asset/passover-plate/. Learn about Passover – many Jews 
remember the story of Exodus. Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z4kvrj6 to find 
out about how Jews prepare, e.g. clean the house, remove all crumbs, separate crockery for meal and 
explore the symbolism of the Sedar meal.   

• Bring learning together by making links between the festivals of Shabbat, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur 
and Passover to answer the key question. Discuss which key themes emerge from these festivals about 
being Jewish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jewishmuseum.org.uk/schools/asset/passover-plate/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z4kvrj6


What kind of world did Jesus want?                                                                                                                                                                               Year 3 

Learning Objectives: 

• How do the teachings of Jesus affect the way 
Christians live their daily lives? 

• What did Jesus teach?  

• Who were Jesus’ first followers? 

• How are the teachings of Jesus reflected in the 
way Christians live their lives today?  

• How do Christians try to show love to all?  
 

 

Suggested Activities: 

 
How do the teachings of Jesus affect the way Christians live their daily lives? 

• Think about the sharing of good news – Gospels are stories about Jesus from the Bible and demonstrate 
how he was with the people. Christians use the Bible to teach each other how to live. 

What did Jesus teach? 

• Explore how a range of Gospel stories. Christians use these stories to learn how to live their lives and act 
towards each other. 

• Read The Good Samaritan story Luke 10:25-29 Luke 10:25-29 NIV - The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
- On - Bible Gateway What does is tell people to do? Think about neighbours and what Jesus said in the 
Bible – Luke 10:30-37 Why did Jesus tell this story? 

• Read the Gospel of John - Five Bread rolls and two fishes – John 6:1-14, Jesus washes his friends’ feet. 
13:1-33 John 6:1-14 NRSVUE - Feeding the Five Thousand - After this - Bible Gateway What was Jesus 
trying to show with this story? 

Who were Jesus’ first followers? 

• BBC Two - Watch, Christianity: Followers, The story of Jesus' disciples, Peter and Andrew  

• Jesus wanted to teach other people about God. He picked a group of followers to help him. They were 
ordinary men who he knew loved God. These people were known as disciples. The disciples helped 
Jesus to teach about love, forgiveness, and God’s will for us. They travelled with Jesus and witnessed 
him healing people. They became his closest friends. What does ‘fishers of men’ mean? 

• According to the gospels of Matthew and Mark, Jesus told his disciples that they should spread his 
message throughout the world and should try to convert people to Christianity: Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
— Matthew 28:19 

How are the teachings of Jesus reflected in the way Christians live their lives today? 

• If possible, arrange for a Christian visitor to visit the school and speak about how Jesus guides them to 
live their lives.  

• How do churches follow what Jesus wanted? Inspect church notice boards, collect flyers and visit 
websites to see the activities organised. How do they support their community? 

• Globally how do Christians help? Look at the Christian Aid website – explore what goes on now. 

• Compare what Jesus wanted the world to be like to modern day. Are there any issues that Jesus would 
not like? 

How do Christians try to show love for all? 

• What is an evangelist? Some evangelists try to show God’s love through their actions. For example, an 
evangelical Christian association called Gideons International donates copies of the Bible to hotels and 
hospitals around the world. Home - Gideons International UK How does the work of this charity help 
spread Jesus’ teachings? 

Emerging Concepts: 

Gospel 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
New Testament 
Chapter 
Verse 
Parable 
Hypocrisy 
Sin 
Forgiveness 
Social justice 
Action 
Teachings  

Relationship  
Evangelists 
Missionaries 

Links to other Units: 
What is the ‘good news’ Christians believe Jesus 
brings? (Y2) 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010:25-29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010:25-29&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A1-14&version=NRSVUE#:~:text=Now%20there%20was%20a%20great%20deal%20of%20grass,prophet%20who%20is%20to%20come%20into%20the%20world.%E2%80%9D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115fw3
https://gideonsinternational.org.uk/


• Missionaries spread the Christian message abroad. They do not necessarily preach – instead, they may 
spread the message through their actions, for example by helping with charity projects. This is how 
Christianity as it is known today has spread across the globe. Research missionary charities and share 
the positive work they are doing across the world. Is this what Jesus would have wanted? 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How and why do people try to make the world a better place?                                                                                                                                    Year 3 

Learning Objectives: 

• What are some people doing to actively make the 
world a better place? 

• How do different religions teach people to look 
after the world? 

• How do people look after the world without God? 
 

Suggested Activities: 

What are some people doing to actively make the world a better place? 

• Look at a case study of someone who is making the world a better place to live, such as Greta Thunberg 

(No religious beliefs known). Greta Thunberg facts - Climate | National Geographic Kids Why does she 
want to bring about change? How will it make the world a better place?    

How do different religions teach people to look after the world? 

• Christians and Jews believe that people do their own things rather than obey the creator and that they 
need to say sorry for their sins. (Ten Commandments) Exodus 20:1-21. Exodus 20:1-21 NIV - The Ten 
Commandments - And God spoke - Bible Gateway 

• Muslims believe that people do good and bad deeds and need Gods mercy.  

• Golden rule: “So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you.” Matthew 7:12 This is 
important in many traditions including Humanists.  

• Ask the children to research different religions, finding out how they teach people to look after the world. 

• Look at different people and how they inspire e.g. Martin Luther King Jr, Mother Teresa 

• Watch the video about the Jewish teaching of ‘Tikkun Olam’ (Repairing the World) 
https://youtu.be/R4AfRkhseb4 

• Learn about the ‘Festival of Trees’, Tu B’shevat 

• Muslims believe in charity (Zakat) How do Muslims give to charity? Look at Islamic Relief or Muslim 
Hands. 

• Ask the children to work in pairs to research a different religion, finding out how they teach people to look 
after the world. 

How do people look after the world without God? 

• Look at examples of people fighting for justice e.g. women’s rights. Secular charities e.g. Oxfam – What 
have they done for the world? 

• Oxfam GB | leading UK charity fighting global poverty 

• Donate to Children's Emergency Fund for Relief - UNICEF UK 

• Donate to charity online | British Red Cross 

• Talk to the children about charity events that the school gets involved with throughout the year. 

Theme: 

Environment 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Gospel 
Bible 
New Testament 
Chapter 
Verse 
Parable 
Hypocrisy 
Sin 
Forgiveness 
Social Justice 
Relationship 

Links to other Units: 
What do Christians learn from the Creation story? (Y3) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/cool-kids/general-kids-club/greta-thunberg-facts/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2020:1-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%2020:1-21&version=NIV
https://youtu.be/R4AfRkhseb4
https://www.oxfam.org.uk/?gclid=6ec5102d5d7a1f93de007868f4eacfb7&gclsrc=3p.ds&&pscid=ps_msn_Bing+-+Communications+-+Brand+-+BAU_Brand+Exact+2&msclkid=6ec5102d5d7a1f93de007868f4eacfb7&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Bing%20-%20Communications%20-%20Brand%20-%20BAU&utm_term=oxfam&utm_content=Brand%20Exact%202
https://www.unicef.org.uk/donate/childrens-emergency-fund/?msclkid=0d2f25beb9821f9082e44dfb138576ba&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=**-DM-Children-Brand-MKAG%20PLUS-G15932468566&utm_term=unicef&utm_content=Brand%20Children
https://donate.redcross.org.uk/appeal/general-fund-appeal?c_code=170459&c_name=&adg=&c_creative=&c_source=bing&c_medium=&msclkid=3ac6e81499ef1c26b1708051339aa9ae&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=190385_Charities%20Generic%20%7C%20Donate%20%7C%20Generic%20%7C%20Mixed&utm_term=donations%20to%20charity&utm_content=Charities%20Generic%7C%20Donate%20%7C%20Generic%20%7C%20Mixed_Donation


 

What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important for Christians?                                                                                                                                        Year 4 

Learning Objectives: 

• Why do Christians believe in the oneness of 
God? 

• What is the Trinity? 

• What is the role of God the Father?  

• What is the role of God the son? 

• What is the role of The Holy Spirit?  

• How is the Trinity reflected in belief and 
worship?  

 

Suggested Activities: 

Why do Christians believe in the oneness of God? 

• Christianity is a monotheistic religion, which means that believing in the oneness of God is very important. 
The oneness of God is referred to in the Old Testament, and Jesus also reminds his followers of the 
importance of believing in only one God. 

• The oneness of God is a central Christian belief as it reflects the oneness of the universe God created. 
Christians believe the universe follows one set of laws. 

• Many Christians believe that God is one but is known in three separate Persons: God the Father, God the 
Son and God the Holy Spirit. The term Jesus as God Incarnate is the Christian belief that Jesus is God in 
human form.  

What is the Trinity? 

• Explain that the Trinity is often thought of in different ways (water – ice, liquid gas, three parts of a plait)  
God has different roles and so do people. E.g. could be a teacher, Mum and a daughter.  

 
What is the role of God the Father?  

• God the Father shows Christians that in the same way a parent might create and nurture a life, God cares 
about his Creation and wants to protect it. God crafted a universe he loves, and he will provide for his 
Creation. Ultimately, God is the Creator of all life. 

What is the role of God the son? 

• God the Son helps Christians to understand how God makes his love known in the world. Jesus spread 
teachings of compassion and healed people who were sick. The life of Jesus, as described in the Gospels, 
also demonstrates that sacrifice and suffering are important parts of the human experience. 

What is the role of God the Holy Spirit? 

• God the Holy Spirit helps Christians to understand the idea that God is always present in the world. This is a 
source of strength to most Christians as they feel God is always with them. 
Use artwork such as, The Blessed Trinity with Crown, oil on panel, Max Fürst (1846–1917) to explain that the 
Trinity is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Explain that the roles of God are shown in the Bible in different parts 
– e.g. God the creator in the Old Testament, God the Son in the New Testament, God the Spirit in early 
Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emerging Concepts: 
God/Incarnation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Trinity 
The Grace 
Father 
Son 
Holy Spirit  
Monotheistic 

Links to other Units: 
Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah? 
(Y6) 

 
 
 
 



• Can the children represent their interpretation of the Trinity and label the parts of the diagram and what they 
stand for? 

How is the Trinity reflected in belief and worship? 

• What do people say in Church that signifies the Trinity? The Grace …… 2 Corinthians 13:14 – Can children 
highlight the different parts of the Grace that show the parts of the Trinity?  “May the Grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all Amen.”  

• Research the wording of a Baptism in a Church. Does it refer to the Trinity?  

• Use a Venn diagram of numbers (i.e. 2, 3, 5 with 30 in the middle as it is the combination of those numbers).  

• Possibly mix three colours of paint or thinking about three ingredients for a recipe. 

• Use artwork to investigate Jesus’ baptism and how all parts of the Trinity were present. Jesus standing in the 
Jordan river, the spirit in the form of a dove landing on him and God the Father in the form of a voice from 
Heaven – quote Luke 3:21 “You are my beloved Son, in you I am well pleased.” 

• Can you show your understanding of the Trinity by creating a piece of artwork or stained-glass window 
inspired by the Holy Trinity? Show different representations through artwork displayed in the classroom.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What do Hindus believe God is like?                                                                                                                                                                               Year 4 

Learning Objectives: 

• How do many Hindus describe ultimate reality? 

• How might the idea of Brahman being in 
everything affect how you live? 

• What can we find out about some Hindu 
deities? 

• How do many Hindus understand deities?  

• What can we learn about deities from Ganesh? 
 

Suggested Activities: 

• Establish prior knowledge about Hindu worldview traditions and discuss what pupils would like to find 
out.  

How do many Hindus describe ultimate reality? 

• Study, draw and find out about the sacred Aum symbol, which describes Brahman – an energy in the 
universe and the source of everything.  

• Listen to the sacred sound of Aum – a mantra that can be chanted to enable humans to connect with this 
energy. It was the first sound of creation; after this, the universe began.  

 
How might the idea of Brahman being in everything affect how you live? 

• Explain that, for Hindus, Brahman is the divine, supreme being. Look at different Hindu deities and 
explore the idea that each deity is showing a different side / part of Brahman, just as we have different 
skills / aspects ourselves.  

• Share the story of Svetaketu and the Hindu belief that the spark of Brahman is in everything, called 
atman. Discuss how this affects the way Hindus treat others, animals and the planet, e.g. some Hindus 
are vegetarians.  

 
What can we find out about some Hindu deities? 

• Look at images or murti of the deities Lakshmi, Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva and compare the features, 
e.g. many arms (power), colour blue (like the heavens), hand gestures, animals they’re travelling on etc.   

• Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5wvr to explore ideas about Brahman and deities.   

• Learn about the Trimurti (Brahma – creator, Vishnu – sustainer and protector, Shiva – transforms and 
recycles) and how it helps Hindus understand life being a cycle. Explore examples of cycles in life, e.g. a 
holiday, leaves on a tree.  
 

What can we learn about deities from Ganesh? 

• Look at an image or murti of Ganesh and explore the symbolism. Share the story of Ganesh and 
Kartikeya and discuss what Ganesh did and how he showed intelligence. Explain that Hindus see 
Ganesh as a remover of obstacles and suggest times when a Hindu might show devotion to Ganesh 
before a large event or new chapter in their life, e.g. test, interview, getting married etc. 

 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Brahma 
Vishnu 
Shiva 
Lakshmi 
Hindu 
Aum 
Brahman 
Atman  

Links to other Units: 
What does it mean to be Hindu in Britain today? (Y4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5wvr


What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today?                                                                                                                                                        Year 4 

Learning Objectives: 

• What is Hindu Dharma? 

• How and why do many Hindus perform Puja? 

• What is dharma?  

• What can we learn from the story of King 
Yudhishtira? 

• What does the Ramayana tell Hindus about 
dharma? 

• How and why do many Hindus celebrate 
Diwali? 

• Can I plan a Diwali celebration for my local 
community? 

Suggested Activities: 

What is Hindu Dharma? 

• Explain the origins of Hindu Dharma in India and make a timeline showing when it roughly begun, making 
links to Indian emigration to the UK. Use the analogy of a Banyan tree to explore the pluralistic nature of 
Hindu Dharma – no single founder or scripture, changed over time, lots of diversity.  

• Look at examples of Hindu life and culture in the UK, e.g. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5xj7 
about two young Hindus living in UK today, Rishi Sunak – first Hindu Prime Minister 2022-24, 2021 
census – around 1 million (1.7% of population) Hindus living in the UK.  

How and why do many Hindus perform Puja? 

• Discuss children’s own daily routines. Look at an image of a family around a shrine in a Hindu home and 
talk about the ‘murti’ (idols) and their use during puja (worship). Explain that connecting with Brahman 
(through focus on one or more deity) in this way, is an important part of a Hindu’s day.    

 
What is dharma?  

• Explore the meaning of the word ‘dharma’ – purpose, responsibility or way of life, hence dharma is 
central to the Hindu way of life so use the term ‘Hindu Dharma’ over ‘Hinduism’.   

 
What can we learn from the story of King Yudhishtira? 

• Share the story of King Yudhishtira and the Dog and discuss what the story might explain about dharma.  

• Discuss what the dharma of humans is, if it is the same for everyone and why this is, e.g. is the dharma 
of a child the same as for an adult.       

• Use quotes from the Hindu text, the Mahabharata to further explore dharma, e.g. Not harming, 
truthfulness, remaining free from anger, and charity, are the four practices you must adhere to. This is the 
Sanatana Dharma’ (13.147.22), ‘The superior understanding is hard to achieve, but one may be able to 
achieve this with determination and logic. Whatever may bring about the flourishing of living things is 
therefore dharma’ (8. 49.48-50).  

 
What does the Ramayana tell Hindus about dharma? 

• Tell the story of the Ramayana through drama / roleplay and explore what the meaning of the story might 
be in terms of dharma and adharma (going against dharma).  

 
How and why do many Hindus celebrate Diwali? 

• Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5hl0 to find out about how the festival of Diwali is 
celebrated and discuss how practices link to the story of Rama and Sita. Compare with celebrations in 
modern Britain, e.g. big celebrations in Leicester, Rishi Sunak https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
hampshire-67398015   

Emerging Concepts: 
Worship 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Hindu 
Dharma  
Puja 
Deity     
Ramayana 
Mandir 
Shrine 
Diwali 
Rama 
Sita  
 

Links to other Units: 
What do Hindus believe God is like? (Y4) 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5xj7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5hl0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-67398015
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-67398015


Can I plan a Diwali celebration for my local community? 

• Plan a Diwali celebration for the local community, including everything they have learned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’?                                                                                                                                           Year 4 

Learning Objectives: 

• Can you explain the key events during Holy 
Week (Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter 
Sunday)? 

• Why do Christians call the day Jesus dies 
‘Good Friday’? 

• What does the term ‘Salvation’ mean? 

• How do Christians celebrate the events of Holy 
Week today? 

 

Suggested Activities: 

Can you explain the key events during Holy Week? 

• Revisit the Easter story in the Bible (Matthew Chapter 21, Luke 23 and 24). Map out the key events during 
the week. What happens on each day? 

• How do his disciples or Mary (his mother) feel at different points of the week.  

• Use thought tracking and writing in role as possible activities. 
 

Why do Christians call the day Jesus dies ‘Good Friday’? 

• Ask the children to discuss their thoughts about Christians calling the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? Is it 
appropriate? Explain that although it is a day of sorrow and remembrance for Christians, it is named "Good" 
because of its religious significance. Christians believe that Jesus's death on the cross was the ultimate 
sacrifice for humanity's sins, saving mankind from death. Children create a poster/explanation about how 
Jesus ‘saved’ mankind.  

What does the term ‘Salvation’ mean? 

• Think about the term ‘Salvation’ – what does this mean? What does it mean to Christians? Christianity 
teaches that Jesus’ crucifixion happened just as described in the Bible. The crucifixion is important for 
Christians who believe that God sacrificed Jesus, his only son, to atone for the sins of humanity 

• Children to consider how they have sacrificed something in their life. Give everyday examples. 

• What could they do to show a sacrifice in the future? 

 

How do Christians celebrate the events of Holy Week today? 

• Arrange a visit a church or invite a member of the church in to school to explain to the children what happens 
in the church during Holy Week. What services take place? What events do Christians take part in?   

 

Emerging Concepts: 
Salvation 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Salvation 
Sacrifice 
Holy Week 
Palm Sunday 
Good Friday 
Easter Sunday 
Atone 
 

Links to other Units: 
Why does Easter matter to Christians? (Y2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What was the impact of Pentecost for Christians?                                                                                                                                                        Year 4 

Learning Objectives: 

• What are the links between the story of 
Pentecost and what Christians believe about 
the God on Earth?  

• What might the description of Pentecost in Acts 
2 mean and what does Pentecost mean to 
some Christians now? 

• What are the links between the description of 
Pentecost in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit and how 
Christians live their whole lives and in their 
church communities? 

• What do Christians believe about God, the 
Trinity and the Holy Spirit? 

• What is the significance of the symbols 
associated with the Holy Spirit? 

• What is the significance of the events of 
Pentecost on the history of the church?  

Suggested Activities: 
 
What are the links between the story of Pentecost and what Christians believe about the God on Earth?  

• Discuss significance of when Pentecost is celebrated in relation to Easter – seventh Sunday after Easter, 10 
days after Ascension. Read the account of the first Pentecost in Acts 2. ACTS 2 NIV - The Holy Spirit Comes 
at Pentecost - Bible Gateway Who had Jesus told the apostles to wait for?  What happened when the Holy 
Spirit filled the believers?  How would you feel if you could suddenly speak five different languages?  Why do 
you think the Holy Spirit gave them this gift?  How did it help them?  They were able to spread Jesus’ 
message in any language to anyone.  Children can make a comic strip of the first Pentecost story. 
 

What do Christians believe about God, the Trinity and the Holy Spirit? 

• Read / listen to the Nicene Creed The Full Text of the Nicene Creed - Bibles.net (Christian statement of 
beliefs widely used in liturgy) and focus in on the Holy Trinity - the belief that three different aspects make up 
God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYGnYkhFjME (BBC 
teach) Watch the clip to learn what the Holy Spirit is and how it spread amongst Jesus’ followers and friends. 
Explain that the Holy Spirit spread the seven gifts of wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, 
piety, and fear of the Lord to help Christians become better people. What is the Holy Spirit?  

What are the significance of the symbols associated with the Holy Spirit? 

• Explore the significance of the symbols of the Holy Spirit – red, flames, dove, wind. Look at a picture / video 
of someone flying a kite. What is it that keeps the kite up there? Have you ever seen the wind? So, how do 
we know it’s there? Explore the idea that the Holy Spirit is like the wind – it can’t be seen but Christians know 
it’s there. Children can represent the symbols of the Holy Spirit through art, then make their own trinity 
symbol, considering three things that make them up as a person.   
 

What is the significance of the events of Pentecost on the history of the church? 

• Look at a calendar – it reminds us of important events, e.g. birthdays. Pentecost is an important date on the 
Christian calendar because it marks the day that the very first church was born. Why is Pentecost known as 
the birthday of the Christian church? Discuss the idea that that a church is not a building, it is made up of 
people who believe in Jesus. Every person that believed in Jesus that day were part of the first group of 
people who heard Peter’s message and believed. After this day, the new believers gathered together 
regularly to hear the disciples teach about Jesus, to worship and prayer.  Now the Christian church reaches 
all over the world. What if Pentecost hadn’t happened? Children can label a world map to show where 
Christianity has spread around the world. 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Kingdom 
Earth 
Heaven 
Kingdom of God 
Pentecost 
Holy Spirit 
Celebrate 
Symbol 
Fire 
Flames 
Dove 
Wind 
Breath of God  

Links to other Units: 
What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important for 
Christians? (Y4) 

 
 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS%202&version=NIV#:~:text=2%20When%20the%20day%20of%20Pentecost%20came%2C%20they,in%20other%20tongues%5Ba%5D%20as%20the%20Spirit%20enabled%20them.
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS%202&version=NIV#:~:text=2%20When%20the%20day%20of%20Pentecost%20came%2C%20they,in%20other%20tongues%5Ba%5D%20as%20the%20Spirit%20enabled%20them.
https://www.bibles.net/the-full-text-of-the-nicene-creed/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYGnYkhFjME


How and why do people mark the significant events in life?                                                                                                                                        Year 4 

Learning Objectives: 

• What does the idea of a journey of life 
mean to us? 

• What is the significance of baptism to 
Christians? 

• How do Jewish people mark becoming an 
adult? 

• What ceremonies do Hindus mark in the 
journey of life? 

• Can we compare the milestones on the 
journeys of Christians, Hindus and Jewish 
people? 

 

Suggested Activities: 
 
What does the idea of a journey of life mean to us? 

• Ask the children to recall their journey to school. What did they do when they first got up? Which route did 
they take to school? How did they get to school? Were they alone or with others? Discuss and record 
individual journeys pictorially. 

• Who kept them safe on their journey? Who could they ask for help if needed? Who was waiting at school 
to guide them? Did they like the beginning, middle or end of the journey best? Why? 

• Each of us takes a journey throughout our lives, and some take a religious journey. Discuss why these 
journeys are important. Reference the special ceremonies taken by Christians, Jewish people and 
Hindus on their life journey. Children to work in pairs to create a list of the most important things that 
have happened to them so far in life. e.g. being born, learning to ride a bicycle, passing a test, winning a 
medal or having a sibling. Why are they important?  Are some more important than others? 

What is the significance of baptism to Christians? 

• Ask prior to the lesson if any of the class have been baptised. Do they have any photographs or items 
associated with baptism that they could bring in and share? Candle/certificate/gown Share the items or 
photographs with the children. 

• Why do Christians have baptism services for babies? Some Christians believe baptism makes a 
Christian a member of God’s family. In many denominations babies are baptised, and this is known as 
infant baptism. 

• For Orthodox Christians, infant baptism involves total immersion. However, other denominations make 
the sign of the cross on the baby’s head using oil and use holy water on the forehead. 

• There are other elements to a baptism service, including promises made by godparents on behalf to the 
child to reject evil. In addition, at the end of the ceremony the priest gives a lit candle to the child’s 
guardians to keep for the child, which symbolises receiving the light of Christ.  

How do Jewish people mark becoming an adult?  

• What do the children look forward to about becoming an adult? What will they be able to do? Make a list, 
which are the class most looking forward to? What responsibilities do you have as an adult? Bar and Bat 
Mitzvah mark the move for Jewish young people from childhood towards adulthood. After becoming 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah – meaning ‘son/daughter of the commandment’ – young people are considered 
responsible for their own decisions and actions and old enough to follow the mitzvot, commandments, for 
themselves. Show a clip of Bar or Bat Mitzvah such as this one about Bat Mitzvah 
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n2kgx 

 
What ceremonies do Hindus mark in the journey of life? 

• Hindu rites of passage are called samskaras. They serve to purify the soul and mark the various stages of 
life. They are considered essential for members of the three higher varnas. Most traditions say there are a 
total of sixteen samskaras. 

Theme: 
Rites of Passage  
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Journey  
Milestones 
Ambitions 
Ceremonies 
Baptism 
Responsibilities 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
Commandments 
Upanayana 
Namakarana 
Samskaras 

Links to other Units: 
What does it mean to be Hindu in Britain today? (Y4) 
How do festivals and family life show what matters to 
Jewish people? (Y3) 
What is it like for someone to follow God? (Y3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n2kgx
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=018ec9dcd822cd98667444d21ef544edf480199efc0bf17711051db99fb83c9cJmltdHM9MTc0OTM0MDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1d277429-03c6-6248-0365-609c027d6372&psq=hindu+rites+of+passage&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pc2tjb25lZHVjYXRpb25hbHNlcnZpY2VzLm9yZy9Ib0gvcHJhY3RpY2Uvcml0ZXMtb2YtcGFzc2FnZS8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=018ec9dcd822cd98667444d21ef544edf480199efc0bf17711051db99fb83c9cJmltdHM9MTc0OTM0MDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1d277429-03c6-6248-0365-609c027d6372&psq=hindu+rites+of+passage&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pc2tjb25lZHVjYXRpb25hbHNlcnZpY2VzLm9yZy9Ib0gvcHJhY3RpY2Uvcml0ZXMtb2YtcGFzc2FnZS8&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=018ec9dcd822cd98667444d21ef544edf480199efc0bf17711051db99fb83c9cJmltdHM9MTc0OTM0MDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1d277429-03c6-6248-0365-609c027d6372&psq=hindu+rites+of+passage&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pc2tjb25lZHVjYXRpb25hbHNlcnZpY2VzLm9yZy9Ib0gvcHJhY3RpY2Uvcml0ZXMtb2YtcGFzc2FnZS8&ntb=1


• Namakarana, the naming ceremony, usually occurs on the tenth or eleventh day after birth. The chosen 
name isn’t arbitrary – it often reflects astrological considerations, family traditions, and hopes for the child’s 
future. This ritual establishes the child’s individual identity within the cosmic framework 

• The most significant childhood samskara is Upanayana, the sacred thread ceremony, traditionally performed 
for boys between ages 8-12 (though modern practice sometimes includes girls). This ritual marks the 
beginning of formal spiritual education and is considered a second birth – hence the term “twice-born” for 
those who undergo this ceremony. During Upanayana, the child receives the sacred thread (yajnopavita) and 
learns the Gayatri Mantra, one of Hinduism’s most powerful prayers. From this moment, they become 
responsible for daily spiritual practices and are considered ready to study the sacred texts under a guru’s 
guidance. 

 
Can we compare the milestones on the journeys of Christians, Hindus and Jewish people? 

• Research the three religions that have been looked at during recent sessions. Working in pairs, ask the 
children to create a journey for a Hindu, a Christian or a Jewish person. Ask the pairs to share with the class 
and discuss similarities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving?                                                                                                                               Year 5 

Learning Objectives: 

• What words do Christians connect to their idea 
of God? 

• What does the Bible say God is like?  

• How can ideas of God be expressed in art? 

• How do some Christians respond to a holy and 
loving God? 

• How do churches and cathedrals reflect 
Christian ideas about God?  

• What does it mean if Christians believe God is 
holy and loving? 

 
 

Suggested Activities: 

What words do Christians connect to their idea of God? 

• Ask children to list some words they would use to describe the idea of ‘god’. What comes to mind when 
they hear the word God? Where have their ideas come from? Some may be from RE lessons, or perhaps 
stories they have heard, for some they may come from families who believe in God. The children may 
have a view of God as a physical being – old man, beard, in the sky etc. Christians do not see God like 
this. 

• Introduce some words Christians use when they talk about God: omnipotent, omniscient, eternal, holy, 
loving, spirit. Share some definitions – see if pupils can match words and definitions by analysing the 
terms (e.g. in Latin, omni = all; potens = powerful; sciens = knowing or understanding. Think of other 
words containing these prefixes and suffixes). 
- Omnipotent God is all-powerful  
- Omniscient - God knows all things  
- Eternal - God created time and is not limited by it — God is outside time: God does not get old like 
human. 
- Holy - God is awesome and amazing. God is morally pure and hates sin ― God is separate from 
human beings, who are sinful.  
- Loving - God wants the very best for human beings, is kind and forgiving, and does a lot to care for 
them  
- Spirit - God is not physical ― God does not have a body 

What does the Bible say God is like?  

• Read John 4:7-13. John is a letter, traditionally believed to be written by one of Jesus’ disciples to some 
Jesus followers a few decades after Jesus’ death. Unpick key vocabulary and meanings of phrases and 
looking out for ideas that connect with the terms holy and loving. Look for words and phrases from the 
text to describe what God is like, what God does and what God does not do; and also, to identify how the 
writer knows this. Connect these to the terms holy and loving, where possible. What impact might this 
text have on Christians? In what ways might it be comforting for a Christian to remember God’s love? 
Draw a connection to the Christian idea that God sent Jesus as a sacrifice. Christians see this as a loving 
act – an offering – to deal with the holiness of God, to pay the price for sin. 

How can ideas of God be expressed in art? 

• Show a range of Christian artwork www.artbible.info/ that depicts God and investigate it for clues as to 
God being holy and/or loving. Ask children to choose a verse or two that strikes them from the text last 
lesson, and to think about how they might communicate the meaning of this through artwork. They could 
think about which images they would they use and whether they would include some text in their image. 
Ask children to create their own artwork to express the meaning for Christians. Ask them to write a 
paragraph about what they have drawn and why. 

How do some Christians respond to a holy and loving God? 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Holy 
Omnipresent 
Omniscient 
Believer 
Eternal 
Loving 
Omnipotent 
Isaiah 
John  
Testament 
 

Links to other Units: 
What was the impact of Pentecost for Christian? (Y4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.artbible.info/


• Recall the balance Christians try to hold between God being holy and loving, and how these ideas might 
make them feel. Explain that some Christians feel that they want to praise God for loving them and for 
caring for them. How might Christians do this? One way is through worshipping God. For Christians, 
worship is the whole way that they live their lives. Many Christians might say it involves following Jesus’ 
teachings and example, talking to God through prayer, reading the Bible and meeting with other 
Christians. These are things many Christians believe help them to develop a closer relationship with God 
– to get to know God better. 

• Play some worship songs ‘Praise my soul the King of Heaven’ 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8 https://hymnary.org/text/praise_my_soul_the_king_of_heaven 
‘God my Rock’ https://youtu.be/C0b2GFdxuVk 

• Talk about what it might mean for a Christian to see God as a rock, and how this might be a support in 
times of trouble. Suggest that this song might help a Christian to reflect on how God has loved and 
carried them through their lives. ‘The Same Love’ https://youtu.be/npBup3qn_ As this song recalls some 
biblical ideas about God (setting captives free, opening eyes) 

• Point out that they are songs sung by Christians to their God, and so they express some of the beliefs 
some Christians feel about God. Give the lyrics to one or more of the songs to children. Ask them to read 
them and look for ways in which they show the idea that God is holy, loving, omnipotent, eternal, etc. 

How do churches and cathedrals reflect Christian ideas about God?  

• If possible, take children on a trip to visit a cathedral or church. Explore ways in which the buildings 
reflect the Christian ideas of God recalled in the songs and texts from previous lessons.  For example, 
stained glass tells stories; the font points to God’s loving welcome and forgiveness; the altar talks of 
sacrifice; confessionals talk of forgiveness; in larger churches you can see where people used to be 
separated from the holiest part, the altar, by the rood screen; the size and scale of cathedrals speak of 
God’s power as well as human creativity (in God’s image); the cross shape and all crosses/crucifixes talk 
of God’s love through Jesus. Encourage children to sketch out key areas of the church and label them 
with the key words and some extracts from the texts, where possible. If a trip to the church or cathedral is 
not possible, take a virtual tour. https://youtu.be/xkY-HCBcMqM 

What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving? 

• Recall the different parts of the church/cathedral that they visited in person or virtually. Ask children to 
report back on how these buildings can show what Christians believe God is like.  

• What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and loving? Ask children to think of as many answers 
they can, drawing on their learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
https://hymnary.org/text/praise_my_soul_the_king_of_heaven
https://youtu.be/C0b2GFdxuVk
https://youtu.be/npBup3qn_
https://youtu.be/xkY-HCBcMqM


What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?                                                                                                                                                      Year 5 

Learning Objectives: 

• How many Muslims and how many mosques 
are there in Britain? 

• How might the Five Pillars affect the lives of 
Muslims in Britain today? 

• Why is Zakat important to Muslims? How is 
charity important to you? 

• Why do Muslims go on pilgrimage? (Story of 
Zam Zam) 

• Why do Muslims go on pilgrimage (significance 
for Muslims today) 

 

Suggested Activities: 

 
How many Muslims and how many mosques are there in Britain? 

• Research lesson – children to be given IT equipment so that they can research, in small groups, about 
how many Muslims are currently living in Britain and how many mosques there are. Key exploration – 
how has this number changed over the years? Why do we think this is?  

 
How might the Five Pillars affect the lives of Muslims in Britain today? 

• Explore the five pillars. The five pillars of Islam are Shahadah - a belief in one God, Salah - prayer, five 
times a day, Sawm - fasting, hajj - Pilgrimage and Zakat - the giving of alms. Why is the metaphor of 
pillars used? The pillars of Islam provide structure for Islamic daily life – Islam is like a house that is held 
up by five strong pillars with central themes of purification and sharing with others. Muslims must not only 
believe in the five pillars, but ACT upon their beliefs. These five pillars are commitments that Muslims 
must follow, sometimes it does become difficult, for example when living in a Muslim country a Muslim 
will be able to hear the ‘call of prayer’ (Adhaan) however this isn’t the case for other countries. Therefore, 
Muslim’s need to ensure they take responsibility to perform checks so that important services are not 
missed. Muslims follow a lunar calendar; therefore, must work closely with their local mosque and 
neighbouring Muslim countries to ensure that they are ready for special festivals and celebrations such 
as Ramadhan, Eid and also the beginning and ending of an Islamic month or year.  

• Whilst Islam is a faith with shared fundamental beliefs, the existence of different sects and interpretations 
can create internal divisions and make it harder for Muslims to find common ground. For example, a 
mosque is a mosque, but Muslims need to be aware to which sect the mosque belongs to, as the way of 
performing prayer or even worshipping Allah may be different.  

• What matters to me? Give pupils a five cut out pillar shape poster, labelled with the five pillars of Islam.  
       At the top of each write a different sentence stem.  
       Shahadah - I believe….  
       Salah - Every day I will…  
       Zakah - Every time I get pocket money I will…  
       Sawm - Once a year I will…  
       Hajj - Once in my lifetime I will…  
• Ask pupils to consider what they will aim to believe, do and aspire to, that is like the five pillars and 

annotate the worksheet. How will they keep their five pillars? What will be hard about keeping them? will 
any of them make their lives better?  

 
Why is Zakat important to Muslims? How is charity important to you? 

• Zakat - Research Muslim charity or almsgiving – Zakat, and the ways in which Muslims help and care for 
the world-wide Muslim community (Ummah). Discuss why and how is Zakat performed and who benefits. 
Challenge the Pupils to use sources to find out how much money is given to charity, when is it given 
away, who is it given away to and why is it given away. Sometimes the Mosque will collect Zakat money 
to give away to charity. Ask the Pupils to consider ‘Why do you think Muslims choose to give away so 
much of their money?’ ‘How do you think it makes them feel?’ ‘Do you think their lives are made more 

Emerging Concepts: 
God, Worship, Tawhid   
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Pilgrimage 
Salah 
Zakat 
Sawm 
Hajj 
Shahadah 
Belief 
Hajj 
Umrah 
Zam Zam 
Makkah 
Journey 

Links to other Units: 
How do festivals and worship show what matters to a 
Muslim? (Y3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



challenging because they have to do it?’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkFezf7kNC8 Listen to the 
story, what can we learn from it? How do Muslims benefit from giving charity? 

• Consider the importance of generosity in their own lives: who is generous to you, and to whom are you 
generous? Why, and how does this make a difference? How could you be more generous? Ask each 
pupil to identify one thing they could do to be more generous and try and do it for a whole week.  

• Why do Muslims go on pilgrimage? (Story of Zam Zam)  
       Explore the story of Zam Zam by showing the pupils the following video clip.    
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_CYW52whiQ why do you think this is today a significant event for 
Muslims? Explain to the pupils that this walk that Bibi Hajra completed has today become a ritual that is 
performed during Hajj or Umrah. Explain that we will explore this more in the next session. 
• Explain what a Hajj is – Hajj is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Makkah in Saudi Arabia; it is a pillar of 

Islam therefore a mandatory religious duty for all physically and financially able Muslims at least once in 
their lifetime. This pilgrimage can only be made in the holy month of Dul-Hijjah which is the twelfth month 
of the Islamic calendar. Explain what an Umrah is – this is a non-mandatory lesser pilgrimage made by 
Muslims to Makkah, which may be performed at any time of the year.  

 
Why do Muslims go on pilgrimage? (Story of Zam Zam) 

• Some rituals for both pilgrimages are the same, but Hajj has some very specific rituals that you can’t 
complete during Umrah. However, in both pilgrimages, Muslims complete the walk between the 
mountains, Safa and Marwa, seven times, just like Bibi Hajra did when she was searching for water for 
Ismail. Muslims during ‘Sai’ (the walk between the two mountains) drink lots of Zam Zam water to 
remember the hardships Bibi Hajra went through with the walk and the blessings from Allah when the 
water was discovered.  

• Can the children draw the story of the Zam Zam water, adding as much detail as possible? This could be 
a story map design.  

 
Why do Muslims go on pilgrimage (significance for Muslims today) 

• Significance of Pilgrimage today – Hajj. Recap the story of Zam Zam, can children still recall the 
important events within the story? Explain that later Allah commanded Ibrahim to build the ka’bah here, 
which he did with the help of Ismail.Explain that today we will be looking at the Hajj (A pillar of Islam, a 
sacred journey to Makkah). During hajj, millions of pilgrims arrive in Makkah and perform a series of 
rituals – explore the rituals. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpLlLiHSHXY    Hajj 2024 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjxyWRGG6fc  

• Explore the purpose of Hajj  
o Religious obligation – it is a pillar of Islam 
o Spiritual renewal and forgiveness – Muslims believe their sins are cleansed and allows them to 

start anew in their relationship with Allah.  
o Unity – Muslims all over the world come together, regardless of background, race or social class to 

sgare the same experience. 
o Following the prophets’ footsteps – Hajj is rooted in the history and teachings of the prphets, 

particularly Ibrahim and his son Ismail, whose stories are central to the rituals of the pilgrimage. 
o Symbolic rituals – such as circling the Ka’bah and walking between the mountains, throwing stones 

at the pillars in Mina are symbolic acts that connect Muslims to their faith and the prophets.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkFezf7kNC8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_CYW52whiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k_CYW52whiQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FpLlLiHSHXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjxyWRGG6fc


o Spiritual and physical challenge – it’s a demanding journey, which tests the patience and 
perseverance of the pilgrims. 

o Reminder of the day of judgement – Hajj serves a s reminder of this day, when Muslims believe 
people will stand before Allah with their book of deeds.  
Strengthening faith – it’s a powerful way for Muslims to strengthen their faith and deepen their 
connection with Allah.  

• Explore this journey and how it may impact a Muslim believer. Do you think it is physically demanding, 
would you be able to complete it? How do you think Muslims feel after the journey? How do they 
celebrate the end of this journey? Make a leaflet for a travel agency explaining what Hajj is and what 
rituals a pilgrim will need to perform during their visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah?                                                                                                                                                     Year 5 

Learning Objectives: 

• Can you explain the place of Incarnation and 
Messiah within the timeline of the Bible?  

• How do Christians put their beliefs about 
Jesus' Incarnation into practice in different 
ways in celebrating Christmas?  

• Can you explain how the idea that Jesus is the 
Messiah makes sense in the wider story of the 
Bible? 

 
 

Suggested Activities: 

Can you explain the place of Incarnation and Messiah within the timeline of the Bible?  

• Throughout the New Testament there is evidence of Jesus as the chosen one through his resurrection 
from the dead and the miracles he performed. The Messiah was sent to save humanity, and this 
salvation came about through his death and resurrection.  

• In Matthew’s Gospel (16:13-17), Peter declares Jesus as the Messiah: Simon Peter answered, “You are 
the Messiah, the Son of the living God. — Matthew 16:13-17  

• People have been waiting a long time — some are upset, but some still hope. Ask the children to explain- 
what do you think gives the people hope? Do you think it is easy to have hope?   
 

How do Christians put their beliefs about Jesus' Incarnation into practice in different ways in celebrating 
Christmas?  

• For Christians, Christmas is a time of celebration of the arrival of the Messiah. Many Christians argue 
that Christmas has lost its real meaning. Think about words associated with Christmas. Are they to do 
with Christianity and Jesus?  

• Christians do not just believe that Jesus was an Old Testament messenger (prophet) they are convinced 
that Jesus was God in the flesh. Explore this idea by reminding pupils about Jesus’ baptism, belief in God 
as Trinity God’s rescue mission to bring people back to him, healing the effect of sin. Record some of 
these key ideas on a mind-map (individually, pairs, groups or as a class).  

• Find out what Christians do at Christmas: Record ideas - how do some Christians show Jesus’ love to 
others at Christmas? E.g. Christmas Dinner on Jesus 

 
Can you explain how the idea that Jesus is the Messiah makes sense in the wider story of the Bible? 

• The Transfiguration, Matthew 17:1–13 or Luke 9:28–36 – in groups act out the text. Why do people think 
Jesus was the Messiah? Explore links to the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in the 
passage. (Christians think Jesus is the Messiah and Jewish people are still waiting for a messiah.)  

• Children to summarise and answer the question – Why do Christians believe Jesus was the Messiah?   
 

Emerging Concepts: 
Incarnation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Incarnation 
Messiah 
Gospels 
Resurrection 
Saviour 
Prophecy 

Links to other Units: 
What is the ‘Trinity’ and why is it important for 
Christians? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Why is the Torah so important for Jewish people?                                                                                                                                                        Year 5 

Learning Objectives: 

• What do Jewish people look like and where do 
we find them in the UK? 

• What is the Torah?  

• What is a Sefer Torah? 

• Why are there different types of synagogue in 
the UK? 

• How does the Torah influence what Jewish 
people might eat? 

• How are Jewish people adapting festivals in 
the UK? 

• Why is the Torah important to Jewish people? 

Suggested Activities: 
What do Jewish people look like and where do we find them in the UK? 

• Establish prior knowledge about Jewish worldview traditions and use artefacts / images to recall earlier 
KS2 knowledge about celebrations like Pesach (Passover), Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

• Use census data to find out about the number of Jews in the UK and local area. Compare to other 
worldviews and other parts of UK. Discuss why Jewish populations are concentrated in London, 
Birmingham and Greater Manchester. Use the first few minutes of 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aft5BKVZmeA to discuss how Jews come from a range of ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds and the pride they show in their Jewish heritage.  

 
What is the Torah?  

• Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zhs2t39 and 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o50psPRvub4 to learn about the Torah and why it is important for 
Jews. Learn about how different types of Jews, e.g. Orthodox, Reform and secular Jews interpret the 
Torah differently.  

 
Why are there different types of synagogue in the UK? 

• Visit an orthodox synagogue e.g. https://uhcnewcastle.uk/ or 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW52sJ_5DMA.  

• Compare to a progressive synagogue, e.g. https://www.newcastlereformsynagogue.co.uk/, 
https://birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org/sites/default/files/2021-
09/Guide%20to%20the%20Synagogue-compressed.pdf or 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgFxp8TfXl8. How are they similar / different? Construct a Venn 
diagram to compare features.  

 
How does the Torah influence what Jewish people might eat? 

• Use https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jflzPf32So to learn about Kashrut and how the Torah influences 
what Jewish people eat. Explore the meaning of the words ‘kosher’ (acceptable to Jewish law) and ‘treif’ 
(not kosher). Make a menu for Jewish meal / café.  

 
How are Jewish people adapting festivals in the UK? 

• Revisit celebration of Pesach and learn about how Jews living in modern Britain might observe it 
differently, e.g. secular Jews celebrate it as part of the tradition and identity, many want to stress the 
important role of women in Jewish history, vegetarian / vegan Jews might replace the lamb shank with 
beetroot. Draw and label traditional and non-traditional Sedar plates.  

Why is the Torah important to Jewish people? 

Emerging Concepts: 
God/Torah 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Torah 
Sefer Torah 
Orthodox 
Secular      
Pesach (Passover)   
Synagogue  
Kosher   
Progressive 
Kashrut  

Links to other Units: 
How do festivals and family life show what matters 
most to Jewish people? (Y3) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aft5BKVZmeA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zhs2t39
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o50psPRvub4
https://uhcnewcastle.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW52sJ_5DMA
https://www.newcastlereformsynagogue.co.uk/
https://birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/Guide%20to%20the%20Synagogue-compressed.pdf
https://birmingham-faith-visits.theartssociety.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/Guide%20to%20the%20Synagogue-compressed.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZgFxp8TfXl8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2jflzPf32So


• Bring learning together and answer the key question in terms of the synagogue / food / women / living in 
modern Britain and how they link back to the Torah. Discuss all of the different ways in which Jews show 
respect for the Torah and which they think might be most important?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What would Jesus do?                                                                                                                                                                                                     Year 5 

Learning Objectives: 
 

• Where do Christians find out about what Jesus 
did? 

• Why do Christians think it was wise to follow 
Jesus’ teachings? 

• What was Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’ 
about? 

• How do some Christians follow Jesus’ example 
in caring for those in need? 

• How far do Jesus’ teachings and actions 
inspire others? 

 
 
 

Suggested Activities: 

Where do Christians find out about what Jesus did? 

• What example did Jesus set for his followers? What does the Bible tell Christians today about how he 
lived while he was on earth? What do Christians believe the ‘good news’ that Jesus brings is? Whose 
example of living do Christians try to follow? Who were Jesus’ first followers and how did he call them? 
What do they know about the four gospels? It is believed, the gospels were written by Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John and give accounts of Jesus’ life, teaching and its impact. Theologians disagree about how 
soon after the events of Jesus’ life the accounts were written down. Some say that the texts were put 
together and shaped by the early church and question their reliability. For many millions of Christians 
around the world, however, the gospels tell it exactly how it happened. Christians today study the gospels 
to find out how to act. Ask children to work in small groups to create a mind map of what they already 
know about how Jesus wanted his followers to act with links to teachings and parables that they have 
studied through their time at school.  

Why do Christians think it is wise to follow Jesus’ teachings? 

• Show some images that represent different parables that they have studied before (the unforgiving 
servant, the prodigal son, the good Samaritan etc). Talk about why Jesus used short, memorable stories 
featuring everyday people and objects for many of his teachings. Read Matthew 7:24–27 – 
www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A24-27&version=NCV the parable of the wise 
and foolish builders together. What is the story about? Why do you think that Jesus told this story? What 
did the wise and foolish builders learn? What do you think the story teaches Christians today? 

• Jesus tells his followers that his words are strong, reliable foundations for living, and that there is a link 
between hearing and doing: Christians should respond in a way that makes a difference. For Christians 
this often means trusting God, praying humbly, giving generously, forgiving, and living in a way that 
shows love of God and neighbour.  

What was Jesus’ ‘Sermon on the Mount’ about? 

• For Christians, their neighbours are everyone, particularly those people in need. One of Jesus’ most 
famous direct teachings was the Sermon on the Mount, a collection of sayings and interpretations of 
earlier Jewish teachings. A sermon is a talk whereby the person speaking tells others about God and 
how they should live their live. In Jesus’ time, people would gather from miles around to hear what he 
had to say. During the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told people how God wanted them to act. Matthew 5-
7 NCV - Jesus Teaches the People - When Jesus - Bible Gateway Can the children choose some that 
might be easy to follow, and some that are difficult? Ask children to work in pairs and to pick out two 
teachings that they think are the most important for Christians today.  

How do some Christians follow Jesus’ example in caring for those in need? 

• Most Christians believe that Jesus was sent to rescue people from the effects of sin and to bring them 
back to God. In the light of the idea of Jesus as saviour or rescuer, as a class, ask pupils how they think 
Jesus might have acted towards people in need. STEP 3: Show pupils a selection of pictures showing 
people in need e.g. hungry children, homelessness, people in hospital, elderly people etc. What would 
Jesus do in these situations? Look at the work of Christian charities e.g. Christian Aid. 

Emerging Concepts: 
Gospel 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Gospel 
Matthew  
Mark 
Luke  
John 
Theology  

Links to other Units: 
What kind of world did Jesus want? (Y3) 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A24-27&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205-7%20&version=NCV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205-7%20&version=NCV


www.christianaid.org.uk/our-work/what-we-do  How do some Christians follow Jesus’ example in caring 
for those in need?  Ask pupils for three things that surprised them or made them think. 

How do some Christians follow Jesus’ example in caring for those in need? 

• Talk to children about what they do when they feel unwell. Discuss how they can feel better again, and 
how we use medication and the care of health workers. What would it have been like to get ill in Jesus’ 
time, with very little medicine or health care? In the Bible there are many examples and stories about 
Jesus caring for and healing the sick. People were often afraid of illnesses, and this led to people within 
society being isolated and avoided. Talk to children about leprosy. Share some information about this 
disease, what it can do if left untreated and that today there are medicines that can treat this. In Jesus’ 
time, people with this disease were avoided and kept away from society. Jesus shocked people by caring 
for these people. Why do they think that this behaviour would have been shocking at the time? How 
might Jesus’ actions inspire Christians today? Many Christians feel that they are called to act in a 
Christlike way, this means acting how Jesus would have acted. The charity Leprosy Mission try to do this 
by caring for people with leprosy and providing medicines to help them to get better. How do the people 
and founders at Leprosy Mission follow what Jesus would do? Watch a video and discuss. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VIKOl0RBp0  
  

How far do Jesus’ teachings and actions inspire others? 

• Ask children to list some of the teachings and actions of Jesus about how to treat other people. What is 
the value and importance of being generous with time and money and giving to or working for a charity? 
What other religious and non-religious traditions also work to heal and bring justice? In pairs, research 
some outline information about some of the big charities that do this (e.g. Islamic Relief, Tzedek, Go 
Dharma, Karuna Trust, WaterAid, Oxfam, Khalsa Aid, Comic Relief, Doctors Without Borders). What 
would they be prepared to do to support and help people in need? Discuss the following question: ‘Jesus’ 
actions and teachings are not only relevant for Christians today: his example can inspire others too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/our-work/what-we-do
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6VIKOl0RBp0


What matters most to Humanists and Christians?                                                                                                                                                         Year 5 

Learning Objectives: 

• What matters most to Humanists and to 
Christians?  

• Who is a Humanist? 

• What codes for living do non-religious people 
use?  

• What values matter most to Christians? 

• How do Humanists and Christians know how to 
act? 

• What matters most to Humanists and 
Christians? 

 

Suggested Activities: 

What matters most to Humanists and to Christians?  

• Discuss the meaning of ‘worldview’, explain that this is a person’s view of the world and that it can be 
either religious or non-religious. Share the Nobody Stands Nowhere video https://youtu.be/AFRxKF-Jdos  
Talk with pupils about both religious and non-religious worldviews. What are the similarities and 
differences between them?  

• Explain that this term we are going to be thinking about what matters most to Humanists and Christians 
and how these religious and non-religious people view the world. Give pupils an outline of a pair of 
glasses and ask them write in some of the things that make a difference to your worldview. 

• Where you were born 

• Your family and friends 

• Your religion or non-religious ideas 

• The kind of person you want to be 

• Your values. 

• Your favourite films, shows, books, songs.  

• Look together at the school or class rules. How would they feel if they broke them? Discuss morals for 
living and the feelings that we have when we know we have done something wrong. Ask children to work 
in pairs to design a code for living for a happier world including ten things that all people could do to 
make a happier world.  

Who is a Humanist? 

• Is the Humanist worldview religious or non-religious? Explain that Humanism is a non-religious worldview 
but that not all non-religious people are Humanists. Tell pupils that Humanists have a code for living that 
they agree on whereas other non-religious people might hold similar or different views. 
https://youtu.be/Y3wraQXSSjE 

• Explain that most Humanists try to do the following things: 
• Use their own mind to decide the right way to live 
• Think about the consequences of our actions 
• Try to make a positive difference  
• Treat other people in the way you would like to be treated.  
Do pupils think that these are good guidelines for living? 

• Discuss the Humanist Golden Rule ‘To treat others as you would like to be treated.’ Do you think that this 
is a good rule to live by? Does it remind you of any religious rules for living? What would happen if 
everyone lived by this rule?  

• What they might draw to show the meaning of this Golden Rule. Why might it be important to share this 
message with other people? Design an image to share with other people to share the importance of the 
Golden Rule 

What codes for living do non-religious people use?  

• Read Two Wolves story from the Understanding Humanism website 
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/wp content/uploads/2021/10/The-Two-Wolves.pdf What does the 
story tell us about a Humanist shared understanding of good and bad? Ask pupils about the last 

Theme: 

Moral Values 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Humanist 
Non-religious 
Belief 
Moral 
Golden rule 
Humanism 
Worldview 
Christian 
Values 
Authority 

Links to other Units: 
 
What do Christians learn from the creation story? (Y3) 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/AFRxKF-Jdos
https://youtu.be/Y3wraQXSSjE
https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/wp%20content/uploads/2021/10/The-Two-Wolves.pdf


statement in the story. What does it mean by ‘the one that you feed’? Discuss how Humanists today 
might feed their good wolf, what impact would this have on the world around them? Discuss feeding the 
bad wolf, what might this look like? What is the meaning of this story? Watch ‘What makes something 
right or wrong?’ https://youtu.be/pZnDImejvj8 Share the children’s reflections on this.  

What values matter most to Christians? 

• Show the right and wrong video https://youtu.be/pZnDImejvj8 Do all people make decisions in this way? 
What might a Christian do to make moral choices and what values they think that they might have? 

• What values for living do they think Jesus showed in the Bible? Ask children to make a list of the values 
for living that Jesus showed and link these to the different stories found within the Bible. Share the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29–37) and Jesus’ crucifixion (Luke 23:32-35). Ask children 
what examples of love are shown within these texts.  

• What other examples for living did Jesus set? Explain that in Galatians 5:22-23, Jesus talks about the 
fruits of the spirit and their importance. Many Christians believe that by living these out they are behaving 
in a Christ-like way. Look carefully at the different fruits of the spirit. Discuss where in the Bible they have 
seen Jesus showing each of these.  

• Values trees – Ask children to think about the values that they have in their own life; What are they? Why 
are they important to them? Ask pupils to create an image of a tree, showing its roots, trunk, branches, 
and carrying fruit as well. Write onto the fruit the words that they choose to represent good actions. Now 
ask pupils to think about what leads to good actions, and write some of these things onto the branches, 
the trunk and the roots of their trees. Are everyone’s the same? 

How do Humanists and Christians know how to act? 

• Show some pictures from around the world of damaged natural environment, poverty and injustice. Ask 
children to apply their knowledge so far and talk to their partner about how they think a Humanist and a 
Christian might act in these situations. 

• https://youtu.be/onsIdBanynY Show ‘The Life you can save in three minutes’ animation by Peter Singer. 
Explain that Peter Singer is a philosopher who is also a Humanist. In his video, he is trying to explain how 
a Humanist might act using empathy, reason and evidence. What do pupils think of the video? Do the 
actions look entirely non-religious? What about Christians, what might they say?  

• How do they think Jesus would act in the picture scenarios that they looked at earlier in the lesson? Are 
these actions religious or are they just good actions for anyone to have? Give children a picture scenario 
from earlier in the lesson and two speech bubbles. Encourage them to use their knowledge to write about 
what a humanist might do in the situation and what a Christian might do.  

What matters most to Humanists and to Christians?  

• Invite a Humanist and a Christian into school to share their worldview with pupils. Focus the discussion 
on what matters most to them and what they use as guidelines for living. Encourage children to ask the 
questions that they wrote last week and record the answers that they receive.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/pZnDImejvj8
https://youtu.be/pZnDImejvj8
https://youtu.be/onsIdBanynY


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Are creation and science conflicting or complimentary?                                                                                                                                             Year 6 

Learning Objectives: 

• What can we find out about the creation story 
in Genesis 1?  

• What might many Christians see as important 
in Genesis 1?  

• What relationships do scientists have with 
religious worldviews? 

• How and why do some Christians see both 
science and religion as important?  

• What are some different Christian views about 
the relationship between science and religion? 

• Science and religion: conflicting or 
complementary? 

 

Suggested Activities: 

What can we find out about the creation story in Genesis 1?  

• In this unit we are going to be finding out more about the creation story and different views about whether 
it is conflicting or complementary with science. Give children a copy of the text of Genesis 1. Work 
through the text as a class, unpicking key vocabulary and phrasing. Ask if there was anything that they 
found surprising, confusing, or interesting within the text. What are the key findings? 

What might many Christians see as important in Genesis 1?  

• Christians interpret Genesis 1 in a variety of ways. Why it is important for Christians to have a firm 
understanding of the text before deciding how they might interpret it? Share some pictures of stained-
glass windows that depict the creation story in Genesis 1. Which key parts of the text can pupils see in 
the images. In the past, many people were not taught how to read and could not access the text found in 
the Bible. So stained glass and pictures in churches were used to share the stories found in the Bible. 
Show a picture of Hannah Dunnett’s work. Hannah is an artist who has a different way of sharing the 
messages found in different Biblical texts. Christian Artist - Hannah Dunnett - Christian Composer - Ben 
Dunnett  Hannah selects key parts of the text to share with people in her pictures. Which parts of 
Genesis 1 would be important for people to read to gain a firm understanding of the text – make a list of 
these e.g. God as the creator, God’s creation as ‘good’. Ask children to create their own pictures sharing 
the meaning of Genesis 1 for a Christian and based on Hannah’s work  

What relationships do scientists have with religious worldviews?  

• Introduce the Big Bang. Split into groups and give each group 5 minutes to devise a short role play 
showing the timeline of the Big Bang through to the universe today. Do you think religious people or 
scientists found out about the Big Bang?   

• Introduce Georges Lemaître. Explain he was a Catholic Priest who taught at a Catholic University in 
Belgium in the 1900s. He was also a famous scientist and mathematician who managed to prove the 
universe was growing larger – this work led to the Big Bang theory. Would they put Lemaître into a 
category of ‘religion’ or ‘science’, or do they think it is fairer to put him into both categories? Introduce 
pupils to a range of scientists from throughout history who openly practice a religious worldview e.g. Carl 
Feit (Jewish worldview), Varadaraja V Raman (Hindu worldview), Avicenna (Muslim worldview), 
Hildegard of Bingen (Christian worldview), Georges Lemaître (Christian worldview), Gurdev Singh Khush 
(Sikh worldview). Also introduce some scientists who do not believe in God such as Stephen Hawking. 
Ask pupils to take one scientist each, research the person’s worldview, their scientific work, their view 
about God. 

How and why do some Christians see both science and religion as important?  

• Discuss whether pupils can identify anything that may not link well with science. Remind pupils that some 
people think that science and religion complement each other whilst others say that they do not. Ask for 
pupils’ opinions on why some might people say that science and the Christian creation story are 
conflicting. Introduce Jennifer Wiseman. Show pupils a video, introducing her and what she does. 
https://youtu.be/pjj81La1wH0 Although Jennifer Wiseman has found evidence of protons around the 
Earth that suggest the Big Bang did happen, she remains a committed Christian who believes that there 

Emerging Concepts: 
Creation 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Science 
Genesis 
Creation 
Complementary  
Big bang theory 
Theory 
Creator  
Conflicting  
Interpretation 
 

Links to other Units: 
What do Christians learn from the Creation story? (Y3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.benandhannahdunnett.com/
https://www.benandhannahdunnett.com/
https://youtu.be/pjj81La1wH0


are some things that she cannot fully understand because she is not God. Show a video of Jennifer 
Wiseman explaining her faith, her understanding of science and the way in which she views the 
relationship between the two in more detail. https://youtu.be/IQY5j01XB7o 

What are some different Christian views about the relationship between science and religion?  

• Do all Christians believe the same thing? There are many ways that different Christians interpret the 
creation story. Create a line running from ‘All Christians believe…’ to ‘No Christians believe…’  

• Together, decide where the statement ‘Genesis 1 is an important religious text, but it does not describe 
the way the world actually began’ could sensibly be placed on the line. There is no definite answer here, 
but that they need to explain their reason for any placement. Can they other statements such as: 

             ‘God is the creator of the universe’ 
            ‘Science has all the answers’ 
            ‘Science is there to answer ‘how’ questions. Religion answers ‘why’ questions’ 
            ‘The world is an amazing place’ 

            ‘Genesis 1 is true but not literally true. It contains truths about what God is like’ 

Science and religion: conflicting or complementary? 

• Ask children to hold a debate based on the statement ‘Science and Genesis are not opposites’.  Split the 
class in half and ask one half to argue ‘for’ the statement whilst the other argues ‘against’. At the end 
allow pupils time to consider and share (should they wish) their personal opinions on the statement 
based on their own ideas about science and Genesis, and what they have heard in the debate. Discuss 
whether the children thought this way at the start of the topic – if not, what changed their views? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/IQY5j01XB7o


Why do some people believe in God and some do not?                                                                                                                                               Year 6 

Learning Objectives: 

• Religion: what patterns can we see in our local 
area, our country and our world?  

• What do we mean by agnostic, atheist or 
theist?  

• Why do some people believe that God does 
not exist? 

• Where do I stand? 
 
 

Suggested Activities: 

Religion: what patterns can we see in our local area, our country and our world?  

• If the world was made up of just 100 people, how many people would belong to different worldviews? 
Compare the children’s answers with the data: Christians (32) Muslims (24) Non-religious (16) Hindus 
(15) Buddhists (7) Other (6, which includes Sikhs – roughly 0.4; Jews – roughly 0.2). Were there any 
surprises? What and why? 

• Would these figures be the same for the UK. Higher or lower? How would we find out what people in the 
UK believe? Show the latest data linked to religion from the 2021 census. Ask pupils how the religion 
data from the most recent UK census would translate into 100 people in the UK. Compare the two sets 
and note significant differences between the UK and the rest of the world. Note the much larger number 
of people in the UK who identify with ‘no religion’.  

• How do these figures compare to their local area? Use the census data on the ONS website to drill down 
into the religious/non-religious make-up of your local area. Compare this with the UK as a whole and the 
rest of the world. What might the next Census look like in 10 years’ time? 

• Religion, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics 

 

What do we mean by agnostic, atheist or theist?  

• Introduce the idea of philosophy. Philosophers are people who like to think about how to answer those 
‘big’ questions by thinking hard and logically. Ask children to investigate three key words and understand 
what they might mean in relation to believing in God or not. Show the words ‘theist’ atheist’ and 
‘agnostic.’ What does each word mean? Show a continuum line from atheist through to theist. Ask 
children to place the following quotes on the line. Discuss reasoning behind ideas. 

• I was born into a Christian/Muslim/Jewish/ Hindu/atheist etc family and I follow the traditions of my family. 

• I think the universe is so amazing it could not have happened by accident – there must be a designer, 
God. 

• I am inspired by the life of Abraham/Jesus/ Muhammad. I follow him. 

• I don’t believe in a personal God, but I do believe in a Higher Power of some kind. 

• I think there is no evidence for God –you cannot see God. 

• I’d like to think there is a God. I think that there is more to life than just living and dying –we must have a 
bigger reason for being here. 

• I prefer to look to science for the answers to life. You can use science to check whether things are true or 
not. You cannot check our God in the same way. 

• I think that religions are created by humans. There is no God who has communicated with humanity. 

Why do some people believe that God does not exist? 

• Show the Census data. Show pupils the growth in no religion and ask why they think people might not 
believe in God. Where might ideas come from? What reasons might people have for not believing in a 
God? Explain that some people choose to identify as Humanists because they believe in a world that 
does not need a God to explain it. What is Humanism? - BBC Bitesize How do Humanists see the world? 
Why does this mean that you wouldn’t believe in a God? children are secure that humanists often focus 

Emerging Concepts: 
God  
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Agnostic 
Atheist 
Theist 
Census 
Philosophers 
Philosophy 
 

Links to other Units: 
What does it mean if Christians believe God is holy and 
loving? (Y5) 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/religion/bulletins/religionenglandandwales/census2021/previous/v1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zmqpkmn


on evidence and reason. Where do we come from? » Understanding Humanism Ask children to think 
about how humanists would explain the origin of the world. Ask pupils to think and share their ideas 
about what a humanist might say to the argument that the world needed a God to create it.  

• Ask children to produce a short presentation for their peers. They are to present reasons why people 
might not believe in God today and how humanists would see the world using evidence and reason. 

Where do I stand? 

• Ask children to reflect on their own positionality. Where do they stand? Which of the three words would 
be closest to their own position; agnostic, atheist or theist?  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://understandinghumanism.org.uk/res_films/where-do-we-come-from/


Why do Hindus want to be good?                                                                                                                                                                                Year 6 

Learning Objectives: 

• Who or what is Brahman? 

• What can be learned about atman through a 
Hindu story? 

• What is the samsara?  

• How might dharma affect the way someone 
lives their life? 

• What is ahimsa and how does it affect the lives 
of Hindu people? 

• Why do Hindus want to be good? 
 

Suggested Activities: 

Who or what is Brahman? 

• Revisit prior learning about Brahman and deities in Hindu dharma – there is only one God (Brahman), the 
deities each symbolise an aspect of Brahman, all animals and humans have a spark of Brahman inside them 
(atman).  

What can be learned about atman through a Hindu story? 

• Share the story of the man in the well, from the Mahabharata and explore what the meaning of the story 
might be in terms of atman.  

• Discuss what happens to people after death (religious and non-religious ideas) and explore Hindu beliefs – 
that death means the physical body dies and the atman remains and is reborn /reincarnated into another 
physical body, determined by the actions that have been carried out in past lives.  

What is the samsara? 

• Explore the meaning of the words, samsara – the cycle of birth, death and rebirth, and karma – the idea that 
actions have long-term consequences, even into the next life. Good actions / intentions lead to good karma 
and bad actions / intentions lead to bad karma and can affect someone in their current life and also their lives 
to come. Consider what actions are good / bad and grade them out of 10 

How might dharma affect the way someone lives their lifes? 

• Revisit dharma and how this links to karma. It is important for Hindus to work out what their dharma is, so 
they know how to live, they do this by reading the holy scriptures.  

• Explore the meaning of the word moksha – if someone understands about the atman, does their duty and 
lives a good life, they will achieve moksha, which means be release from samsara (the cycle of life, death 
and rebirth). They will not have to be reborn again and their atman is released to merge back into Brahman. 
Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5v2q to further these concepts.  

• Write a letter of advice to the man from the story of the man in the well explaining what samsara is and how 
he needs to change his actions and thinking to achieve moksha.  

• Learn about a Hindu’s five daily duties: (i) worship through prayer and meditation at the home shrine or 
mandir, (ii) studying the Hindu sacred texts, (iii) reflecting on the teachings and actions of wise people, (iv) 
providing food for humans or animal in need, (v) welcoming guests, Consider how a Hindu might fulfil these 
duties and if this would be a good action, giving reasons. Think of duties they do / could do that would have a 
positive effect.  

 
What is ahimsa and how does it affect the lives of Hindu people? 

• Explore the meaning of the word ahimsa – a commitment to take action to conserve, restore and encourage 
respect and kindness towards all living things (often associated with Mahatma Gandhi). Look at case studies 
which demonstrate what it ahimsa means to real Hindu people. Make a list of things that children think are 
showing ahimsa. Consider whether ahimsa can make the world a better place.  
 

Why do Hindus want to be good? 

Emerging Concepts: 
Karma/Dharma 
 

Key Vocab: 
Dharma  
Karma  
Samsara 
Moksha  
Reincarnation 
Brahman  
Atman            
Ahimsa    
Duty  
Deity  
 

Links to other Units: 
What do Hindus believe God is like? (Y4) 
What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today? (Y4) 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02n5v2q


• Consider everything that they now know about samsara, dharma, karma, atman, Brahman and moksha to 
answer the unit question ‘Why do Hindus want to be good?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What do Christians believe Jesus did to ‘save’ people?                                                                                                                                               Year 6 

Learning Objectives: 

• What are the main events of Holy Week?  

• How was Jesus’ death and resurrection 
accounted for in the Gospels?   

• What is the concept of sin?      

• Why was Jesus’ death a sacrifice?   

• How do many Christians remember Jesus’s 
sacrifice through the service of Holy 
Communion? (Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist 
and Mass).   

• How do many Christians demonstrate that they 
believe that Jesus calls them to sacrifice their 
own needs to the needs of others?   

 

Suggested Activities: 

What are the main events of Holy Week? 

• Use the ‘Stations of the Cross’ to appreciate the events of Holy Week. Children could use freeze frame or 
thought tracking techniques.   

 
How was Jesus’ death and resurrection accounted for in the Gospels?   

• Read extracts from the Gospel of Mark (Chapter 14 and 15) to help relook into these events. Mark 14 
NIV - Jesus Anointed at Bethany - Now the - Bible Gateway Mark 15 NIV - Jesus Before Pilate - Very 
early in the - Bible Gateway 

• Can children provide explanations about who was responsible for Jesus’ death? Rank who is the most to 
least responsible.  
 

What is the concept of sin? 

• Why did Jesus die? According to Christian belief, sin separates humans from God, bringing lasting 
punishment. God gave humans free will, so it is up to humans to decide for themselves how to behave, ie 
in an evil or good way. 

• Christians believe that only God can rectify the problem of humans being full of sin. To do this, he offered                   
salvation through the sacrifice of Christ. Think about the bigger picture in the Bible – forgiveness of sin of 
others. 

 
Why was Jesus’ death a sacrifice? 

• The term atonement refers to the belief that Jesus dying on the cross resolved the problems between 
humans and God. These problems began with Adam and Eve, who went against God's wishes by eating 
the fruit from the tree in the Garden of Eden. Many Christians believe that Jesus’s death on the cross 
was an atonement for the sins caused by humans. In John's Gospel, Jesus is described as: The lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world — John 1:19 In the New Testament, the Atonement refers to 
the sacrifice Jesus Christ made to help us overcome sin, adversity and death. 
  

How do many Christians remember Jesus’s sacrifice through the service of Holy Communion? (Lord’s 
Supper, the Eucharist and Mass). 

• Most Christian denominations follow Jesus’ words at the Last Supper – to take bread and wine as an act 
of worship, remembering his death on the cross. However, there are many variations between churches 
today regarding how and when this should be carried out and the religious meaning behind it. There are 
also a variety of names used, such as the Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, Mass and the breaking of bread. 

• Watch different representations of Holy Communion. Recap all the other names given to this act. KS2 
Religious Studies: Holy Communion - BBC Teach 

• Children to explain how this helps many Christians to remember Jesus’ sacrifice and compare ways of 
celebrating.  
 

How do many Christians demonstrate that they believe that Jesus calls them to sacrifice their own needs 
to the needs of others?   

Emerging Concepts: 

Salvation  
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Sin 
Sacrifice 
Holy communion 
Eucharist 
Mass 
Lord’s Supper 
Atonement 
Martyrs  

Links to other Units: 
Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good 
Friday? (Y4) 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2015&version=NIV
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z7xhy9q
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/z7xhy9q


• What sacrifices do Christians make to remember Jesus? Look at the 20th century Martyrs at Westminster 
Abbey. Modern Martyrs | Westminster Abbey 

• How can modern day Christians make sacrifices to make the world a better place? Children to share 
ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.westminster-abbey.org/history/explore-our-history/modern-martyrs


What kind of king is Jesus?                                                                                                                                                                                              Year 6 

Learning Objectives: 

• What do we think of when we think of a king?  

• How did Jesus treat people?  

• What kind of a king was Herod?  

• Did Jesus act in a king-like manner? (Was he 
kind? Was he fair?)  

• Was Jesus treated like a king by everyone?  

• Why is the idea of kingship as lived by Jesus 
important for the Christian faith?  

Suggested Activities: 

Starting point for reflection - People have changed the world in which we live in and these include: Marcus 
Rashford, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King and Prof Sarah Gilbert as examples. These people are recognised with 
Nobel Peace Awards if chosen as winners. Does a king have the power to change the world?  

 What do we think of when we think of a king?  

• A good king is…  

• ‘Down to Earth’ song by Stephen Fischbacher. Is this what you would expect from the birth of a king? 
Why was Jesus brought into the world in this way?  

 How did Jesus treat people?  

• ‘I danced in the Morning’ hymn by Sydney Carter. What does this hymn tell us about Jesus’ actions 
towards people and reasons for these?  

• Jesus believed there was more to being a king than just ruling kingdoms.  

 What kind of a king was Herod?  

• Revisit Nativity and compare actions of Herod with Jesus’ recorded actions – possible link to ‘I danced in 
the Morning’.  

 Did Jesus act in a king-like manner?  

• Kingship includes – humility, patience, empathy, leadership, honesty and dedication as some examples. 
Explore these themes.  

• Recount selected parables (Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-37, Lost Sheep – Luke 15:3-7) or Matthew 
9:9-13 where Jesus chooses a tax collector to be a disciple and ate with sinners – 12 Jesus said, “Healthy 
people don’t need a doctor; those who are sick do. 13 Learn what this means: ‘I want mercy, not 
sacrifices.’ I’ve come to call sinners, not people who think they have God’s approval.” Contrast this with 
Jesus turning over the tables (Matthew 21:12-17). Why did he do this?  

 Was Jesus treated like a king by everyone?  

• Recount Palm Sunday events. Were the Roman leaders ready for a new king? Did they act like they did 
towards Jesus because they did not consider him fit to be a king or were they scared?  

 Why is the idea of kingship as lived by Jesus important for the Christian faith?  

• Jesus was offered to be king by the Devil, but he turned this offer down. How would this king be different 
to the Jesus we have been exploring? Would a Christians idea of a king be different if Jesus had 
accepted this offer?  

• Jesus displayed kingship to everyone he met. Some Christians feel they should follow this example. 
Some Christians believed that Jesus came to Earth to get people to heaven and to make the world more 
like heaven. Jesus told parables (stories) about the ‘kingdom of heaven’ to explain his ideas. Parables 
included – The Feast (the great banquet), The temptation in the wilderness and The tenants in the 

Emerging Concepts: 
God 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Kingship  
Trinity  
Parables  
Commandments  
Prophet  
Kingdom  
 

Links to other Units: 
How should we care for the world and for others, and 
why does it matter? (Y1) 
How and why do people try to make the world a better 
place? (Y3) 
What would Jesus do? (Y5)  
 
 



vineyard. Some Christians believe that the kingdom of God is where God rules and not territory but 
human hearts, minds and lives. Jesus had 10 commandments in which he believed people should live 
by. Jesus tried to make the world a better place by sharing his parables and sharing his message.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How does faith help people when life gets hard?                                                                                                                                                           Year 6 

Learning Objectives: 

• What is life like? Exploring the ups and downs.  

• What questions have you got about what 
happens when we die?  

• What is Christian teaching about life after 
death?  

• Why do some people believe that we do not 
live once? What is reincarnation?  

• How do Christians mark when someone dies?  

• What do people who don’t believe in God think 
happens when we die?  

• What different ideas are there about what 
happens when we die? What do I think?  

 

Suggested Activities: 

 What is life like? Exploring the ups and downs  

• Ask children to finish the sentence starter, ‘Life is like…’ and talk about what their statements suggest 
about life. Is it all good, or bad, or mixed? Note that all religions reflect on life, offering responses to 
human experience and recognising that life has ups and downs. Many religions offer followers hope and 
guidance for life. Some religious believers may focus on thanking God for good times too. Talk about 
what a religious believer might be thankful for and how they might show their gratitude. Look at a text, 
e.g. Psalm 103 and talk about why this prayer may inspire Jews and Christians today. Note the science 
of gratitude and find out about ‘gratitude journals’ www.happierhuman.com/benefits-of-gratitude/ and 
collect things to be grateful for on sticky notes or class ‘gratitude jar’. Invite some religious believers in to 
explain how their faith has helped them in difficult times and how it encourages them to enjoy life too.   

What happens when we die?  

• Explore religious beliefs that there is some form of life after death. Explore the range of non-religious 
beliefs, e.g. some believe there is no life after our bodily death, others think that life is not all there is and 
hope for something positive after death. Talk about why people might believe in life after death, e.g. 
religious teachings Give children a chance to raise questions about life, death and life after death and 
sort into easy, hard and ‘ultimate’. Use Nicholas Allan’s Heaven storybook to explore questions around 
death.  

What is the Christian teaching about life after death? 

• Explore Christian teaching about life after death. Link to prior learning on Jesus, incarnation and 
salvation. If this is what Christians believe, what will they do as a result? How might these beliefs make a 
difference to Christians when life gets hard? Look at how heaven is described in the Bible in Revelation 
21:1-4 (it will be a feast or celebration, a place with no tears, no pain, no sadness, where people will be at 
one with God). Learn about the Roman Catholic idea of Purgatory.   

Why do some people believe that we do not live once? What is reincarnation?  

• Explore Hindu beliefs about life after death. Link to prior learning on reincarnation, karma and samsara 
and reflect on how and why these might help a Hindu handle good and bad times, e.g. reacting well in 
hard times will gain good karma, a Hindu gains good karma by fulfilling their dharma (duty), which may 
involve facing hardship.  

How do Christians mark when someone dies?  

• Read the poem ‘Heaven’ by Steve Turner. Look at an order of service for a Christian funeral and what it 
says about a believer’s hope in death (e.g. www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-
and-resources/common-worship/death-and-dying/funeral or www.funeralguide.co.uk/blog/bible-readings-
for-funerals), some of the hymns used (e.g. https://www.co-operative.coop/media/news-releases/funeral-
music-chart-2019-my-way-or-the-highway?_ga=2.206744851.1405973945.1568726088-
1229195856.1568726088 and what bible passages and prayers are read. How might what happens at a 
funeral help a Christian when someone has died? Use the idea of the eulogy to promote discussion 
about memories and sadness of bereaved friends and family.   

Theme: 

Life after Death 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary: 
Life 
Death 
Suffering 
Incarnation 
Gratitude 
Salvation 
Heaven 
Karma 
Samsara 
 

Links to other Units: 
Why do Hindus want to be good? (Y6) 
What do Christians believe Jesus did to ‘save’ people? 
(Y6)  
  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.happierhuman.com/benefits-of-gratitude/
http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/death-and-dying/funeral
http://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/death-and-dying/funeral
http://www.funeralguide.co.uk/blog/bible-readings-for-funerals
http://www.funeralguide.co.uk/blog/bible-readings-for-funerals
https://www.co-operative.coop/media/news-releases/funeral-music-chart-2019-my-way-or-the-highway?_ga=2.206744851.1405973945.1568726088-1229195856.1568726088
https://www.co-operative.coop/media/news-releases/funeral-music-chart-2019-my-way-or-the-highway?_ga=2.206744851.1405973945.1568726088-1229195856.1568726088
https://www.co-operative.coop/media/news-releases/funeral-music-chart-2019-my-way-or-the-highway?_ga=2.206744851.1405973945.1568726088-1229195856.1568726088


What do people who don’t believe in God think happens when we die?  

• Talk about why thinking that there is nothing after we die can leads to a desire to live life to the full. 
Reflect on what ‘live life to the full’ might mean through books such as ‘100 things to do before you die’ 
and ‘100 places to see before you die’. Explain that at a funeral of a non-religious person, the life is 
celebrated for what was achieved and what was given to others. The focus is on the life lived, not on a 
life to come. Look at some readings that could be chosen for a non-religious funeral service.  

 

 


